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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to repeal the provision that invalidates absentee ballots cast1

by voters who died before the date of the election.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. That § 12-19-49 be repealed.4

12-19-49. If, prior to the casting of absentee ballots, the person in charge of the election or5

absentee ballot counting board shall have sufficient cause to believe that any voter who has6

marked and forwarded an absentee ballot has died prior to the opening of the polls on the date7

of the election, the ballot of the voter shall be returned in the sealed return envelope with the8

evidence of death attached and the envelope marked "Unopened by reason of death of voter" to9

the person in charge of the election. The casting of any such ballot, however, shall not invalidate10

the election.11
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