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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to require the Department of Social Services to develop a1

procedure to screen and test applicants for certain financial assistance benefits to determine2

if the applicants are using controlled substances.3

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:4

Section 1. The secretary of the Department of Social Services shall develop a procedure to5

screen and test applicants for financial assistance benefits under programs administered by the6

Department of Social Services to determine if any applicant is using a controlled substance. The7

secretary shall determine the procedure and the parameters on how the screening and testing8

shall be implemented and select one or more programs that are available for providing public9

welfare and assistance to  participate in the screening and testing. The secretary may promulgate10

rules, pursuant to chapter 1-26, concerning the procedure for the screening and testing of11

applicants for financial assistance benefits, establishing penalties for failing a test for use of12
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controlled substances including denial of financial assistance, and collecting and reporting data1

concerning the number of applicants tested, denied assistance, and the controlled substances2

found to be used. The secretary shall submit a report to the Legislature by January 1, 2015,3

explaining the programs selected by the secretary for screening and testing and a summary of4

the initial results. The secretary shall submit a report to the Government Operations and Audit5

Committee by October first each year of the results in the previous fiscal year.6


