State of South Dakota
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SENATE BILL NO. BY

Introduced by: Senator Monroe and Representatives Pischke, Duvall, and Rounds

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise certain provisions regarding the ability to obtain
title to unclaimed motor vehicles with unpaid repair bills.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 32-3-68 be amended to read:

32-3-68. A person may apply for atitle on any motor vehicle that isleft unclaimed, as the
result of an unpaid repair bill, by its owner or person lawfully in possession of, on private
property for a period of thirty days after written notice of intent to apply for atitleisgiven to
theowner at the owner'slast known address and to any readily identifiabl e trstreror lien hol der
by certified mail. The notice shall set forth the location where the motor vehicle is being kept,
the circumstances surrounding acquisition of the vehicle, the year, make, model, and serid
number of the motor vehicle, and shall inform the owner+asdrer; and any lien holder of the
right to reclaim the vehicle as provided by 8§ 32-3-69. The notice shall be on aform provided
by the department.

If it is impossible to determine with reasonable certainty the identity and address of the

registered owner;tasdrer; and any lien holder, anotice shall be published once in a newspaper
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of general circulation in the areawhere the motor vehicle was | eft for repair. Published notices
may be grouped together for convenience and economy.

Section 2. That § 32-3-69 be amended to read:

32-3-69. Titleto any motor vehicleshall vest with the person to whom the unpaid repair bill
is payable and who has complied with the provisions of thtsthapter 8 32-3-68 in notifying the
owner and all tasdrersand lien holdersof their rightsto reclaim the motor vehicle after aperiod
of thirty days from the date to which notice was sent to the owner and all tasdrers-and lien
holders. The ownertasdrer; or the lienholder may reclaim the motor vehicle by paying any
reasonable cost of repair. A lienholder paying the cost of repair may add the cost of repair to the
outstanding loan secured by the vehicle. The ownerthasarer; or lien holder shall pay the repair

bill and remove the motor vehicle, or notify the-tlepartment-and the repair facility by certified

mail within thirty days of receipt of the notice of their intent to reclaim the motor vehicle. If the

owner;tasater; or lien holder fails to etaim pay the repair bill and remove the motor vehicle

within thirty days after mailing of the notice of intent to reclaim the vehicle, title to the motor

vehicle is irrevocably vested in the person to whom the repair bill is payable and who has

complied with the provisions of this chapter.




