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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires professional bondsmen and agents of insurance companies 

who are making appearance bonds in criminal cases to assess a premium fee of no less than five 
percent of the amount of the face value of the bond. 
 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

  
 Assumptions: 

 

• Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 40-11-316(a), professional bondsmen and agents of 
insurance companies making appearance bonds of a criminal nature shall not assess more 
than 10 percent of the amount of the face value of the bond for premium fee and related 
charges, and the premium fee and related charges shall not be assessed but one time during 
the first 12 months of the pendency of the charge and indictment in either the trial court or 
any lower court. 

• The proposed legislation requires bondsmen and agents to assess a minimum fee of not less 
than five percent nor more than ten percent of the face value of the bond in criminal cases. 

• Establishing a minimum fee of five percent of the face value of an appearance bond in 
criminal cases is not expected to significantly impact the number of defendants who are 
able to secure an appearance bond. 

• Any fiscal impact to local incarceration is therefore estimated to be not significant. 

• Any other impacts resulting from establishing the minimum premium fee will be borne by 
private parties.  

• Any fiscal impact to state or local government is therefore estimated to be not significant. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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