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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Adds the commission of trafficking for a commercial sex act 

committed against a child to the definition of “severe child abuse” for purposes of juvenile court 

proceedings and to the definition of “child sexual abuse” for purposes of reporting suspected 

child sexual abuse. 

 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

  

 Assumptions: 

 

 Tennessee Code Annotated § 37-1-102 contains definitions for title 37, chapter 1 for 

purposes of juvenile proceedings—dependent and neglected children, termination of 

parental rights, etc. 

 The proposed legislation adds any act toward a child constituting trafficking for a 

commercial sex act to the definition of “severe child abuse”. This will allow swifter 

termination of parental rights in certain cases, because severe child abuse is grounds for 

termination of parental rights. See Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-113(g)(4); Tenn. Code Ann. 

§ 37-1-147. 

 Though the proposed legislation could result in expedited proceedings, it is assumed that 

the proposed legislation will not significantly impact juvenile court operations or the 

operations of the Department of Children’s Services. 

 The Administrative Office of the Courts and the Department of Children’s Services 

confirm that the proposed legislation will not significantly impact their operations.   

 Title 37, chapter 1, part 6 requires certain individuals to report suspected incidents of 

child sexual abuse. The proposed legislation adds any act toward a child constituting 

trafficking for a commercial sex act to the definition of “child sexual abuse”.    

 It is assumed that the proposed legislation will not significantly increase reported 

incidents of child sexual abuse. 
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