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SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL BILL:     Revises various statutes relative to wills, trusts, 

and guardianships. Proposes new statutes relative to filing claims against estates, felonious 

killing and forfeiture of rights under an estate, effects of divorce on taking under a will or from 

an estate, descent and distribution, and holographic wills. Makes various changes to reflect the 

repeal of the inheritance, gift, and estate taxes. 

 

 

FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 

 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (007207):  Deletes and rewrites the proposed 

legislation to make the following changes: 

 

Adds a new section to the proposed legislation requiring a claimant to pay the $7.00 fee 

authorized by Tenn. Code Ann. § 8-21-401(c)(9) for each residuary beneficiary to whom notice 

must be given under Tenn. Code Ann. §30-2-313(b). 

 

Deletes sections 10, 14, and 16 from the bill relative to revocation after divorce or annulment of 

beneficiary designations, revocation after divorce or annulment of an appointment of a former 

spouse as a durable power of attorney, and revocation after divorce or annulment of dispositions 

under a trust. 

 

Deletes and rewrites section 12 relative to holographic wills to make minor changes. 

 

Deletes and rewrites subsection (b) in section 12 to remove a provision that authorized a person 

named to receive certain tangible personal property in a written statement or list to bring an 

action to recover the property from a devisee within one year. 

 

Deletes and rewrites subsection (g) in section 8 to remove a provision that required a court, in 

absence of a conviction that a person feloniously and intentionally killed the decedent, to 

determine whether an individual would be found criminally accountable for such killing of the 

decedent under a preponderance of the evidence standard. 
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FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
 Unchanged from the original fiscal note.                
 

  

 Assumptions for the bill as amended: 

 

 The proposed legislation makes numerous changes to probate law including requiring a 

court clerk to give written notice to each residuary beneficiary of the decedent’s estate 

within five days of a personal representative filing a claim against the estate and to 

clarify when the statute of limitations begins to run for a breach of trust claim. 

 The Administrative Office of the Courts reports that the proposed legislation will not 

significantly impact court operations.   

 The Bureau of TennCare and the Department of Revenue report that the various changes 

to probate matters will not impact their collection efforts.   

 The proposed legislation requires a claimant to pay the $7.00 fee authorized by Tenn. 

Code Ann. § 8-21-401(c)(9) for each residuary beneficiary to whom notice must be 

given under Tenn. Code Ann. §30-2-313(b). The proposed legislation amends Tenn. 

Code Ann. § 30-2-313(b) to require such notice. The fee will offset the cost of providing 

such notice. 

 Though the proposed legislation will result in additional fees being collected by court 

clerks, it is assumed that the fee will be applied toward the cost of providing notice. It is 

assumed that the proposed legislation will not significantly increase court clerk fee 

revenue.  Any net budgetary impact is estimated to be not significant.   
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