State of Tennessee
PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 1051

HOUSE BILL NO. 2181
By Representatives Wirgau, Madam Speaker Harwell, Williams, Goins, Love, Hardaway
Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1865
By Senators Jackson, Bowling, Norris, Massey, Stevens

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 40, Chapter 35, Part 3, relative to
probation reentry programs.

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the General Assembly that the nonrecurring sum of one
million dollars ($1,000,000) be appropriated to the department of correction in the 2018/2019
general appropriations act for the sole purpose of making grants to fund a three-year successful
reentry program in four (4) counties that meet the requirements of this act, now, therefore, -

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 40, Chapter 35, Part 3, is amended by
adding the following new sections:

40-35-323.

(a) The department of correction shall make four (4) grants in the amount of two
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) each to local county sheriff or probation
departments to fund reentry programs that reduce recidivism and probation revocations.
The department shall set the guidelines for the request for grant proposals. Priority shall
be given to grant proposals that include one (1) or more of the following characteristics:

(1) Programs that seek a targeted reduction in recidivism or probation
revocations;

(2) Programs that identify potential participants by use of a validated risk
assessment tool designed for its intended use and target the most intensive
supervision and treatment for people at a high risk of reoffending;

(3) Programs that use evidence-based rehabilitative services designed to
address primarily criminogenic needs;

(4) Programs that must be evaluated annually for effectiveness using a
nationally recognized assessment, such as the correctional program checklist
and correctional program assessment inventory; and

(5) Programs that advance interventions that are tailored to fit the learning
styles, motivation, and strengths of individual participants.

(b) No more than seventy-five percent (75%) of available grant funds shall be
provided upfront to the recipient to continue or establish a program that meets the
requirements of this section. The remaining amount of grant funds shall be awarded only
if the recipient meets clearly measurable outcomes aimed at reducing recidivism or
probation revocations as agreed upon between the department and the grant recipient.

(c)

(1) For county sheriff department recipients, the measureable outcomes
shall include a percentage reduction in recidivism among those who are
incarcerated in the county jail at the time the grant is awarded.

(2) For purposes of this section, "recidivism” means the percentage of
convicted misdemeanants who are incarcerated in any state or local facility within
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three (3) years of the year in which they were released from incarceration from
the recipient's facility.

(3) The baseline for this rate shall be an average of the three (3) fiscal
years immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the grant is awarded.

(d)

(1) For county probation department recipients, the measureable
outcomes shall include a percentage reduction in probation revocations among
those persons under the probation department's supervision at the time the grant
is awarded.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, "percentage reduction in probation
revocations" means the percentage of people on supervised probation in the
county who are subsequently admitted to the local jail or state department of
correction after revocation of their supervision.

(3) The baseline for this rate shall be an average of the three (3) fiscal
years immediately preceding the fiscal year in which the grant is awarded.

(e) The monies appropriated to fund this section shall be used to supplement, not

supplant, any other state or county appropriation for the recipient.

(f) No later than December 31 of each year, the department of correction shall

report to the speaker of the house of representatives and speaker of the senate the
grants awarded pursuant to this section and the results of the measurable outcomes
agreed upon between the department and recipients for the previous fiscal year. The
report shall be made available publicly on the department of correction's website.

(g) For the purposes of this section, "probation department" does not mean the

department of correction probation department or its offices.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it.
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