SENATE BILL 234

By Campfield

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49,
Chapter 6, Part 10, relative to the Classroom
Protection Act.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Classroom Protection
Act".
SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10, is amended by
adding the following as a new, appropriately designated section:
49-6-1032.

(a) The general assembly recognizes that certain subjects are
particularly sensitive and are, therefore, best explained and discussed within the
home. Because of its complex societal, scientific, psychological, and historical
implications, human sexuality is one such subject. Human sexuality is best
understood by children with sufficient maturity to grasp its complexity and
implications.

(b) At grade levels pre-K through eight (pre-K-8), any such classroom
instruction, course materials or other informational resources that are
inconsistent with natural human reproduction shall be classified as inappropriate
for the intended student audience and, therefore, shall be prohibited.

(c) LEA policies and procedures adopted pursuant to this section shall
not prohibit:

(1) Any instructor from answering in good faith any question or
series of questions, germane and material to the course, asked of the

instructor and initiated by a student or students enrolled in the course;
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(2) A school counselor, nurse, principal or assistant principal from
counseling a student who is engaging in, or who may be at risk of
engaging in, behavior injurious to the physical or mental health and well-
being of the student or another person; provided, that wherever possible
such counseling shall be done in consultation with the student's parents
or legal guardians. Parents or legal guardians of students who receive
such counseling shall be notified as soon as practicable that such
counseling has occurred; or

(3) Any school counselor, nurse, principal or assistant principal
from responding appropriately to a student whose circumstances present
immediate and urgent safety issues involving human sexuality. Parents
or legal guardians of such students shall be notified as soon as
practicable of the circumstances requiring intervention; provided, notice
shall not be given to any parent or legal guardian if there is reasonable
cause to believe that the parent or legal guardian may be the perpetrator
or in any way responsible for sexual abuse of the student.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require instruction relative
to natural reproduction in grades pre-K though 8.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013, the public welfare requiring
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