
I 

118TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 1387 

To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to increase 

civics education programs, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 7, 2023 

Mr. CLEAVER (for himself, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms. BROWN, Ms. BUSH, Mr. CAR-

SON, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. 

ESPAILLAT, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. IVEY, Ms. 

KELLY of Illinois, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 

LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Ms. MENG, Ms. 

MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NADLER, Ms. 

NORTON, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. ROSS, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SE-

WELL, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. 

WILSON of Florida, and Ms. CASTOR of Florida) introduced the following 

bill; which was referred to the Committee on Education and the Work-

force 

A BILL 
To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

of 1965 to increase civics education programs, and for 

other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Civics Learning Act 4

of 2023’’. 5
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 1

Congress finds the following: 2

(1) The dearth of civics lessons available to stu-3

dents across the United States has helped to foster 4

a political climate that is deeply partisan and di-5

vided. 6

(2) Polarization in the United States has frac-7

tured public morale in our democratic institutions 8

and has created an environment in which people are 9

less likely to be well-informed on the processes of 10

our constitutional republic, the current state of af-11

fairs, and the importance of participating in the po-12

litical process. 13

(3) It is impossible to tell the true, full history 14

of this Nation and recognize the power of our rep-15

resentative democracy without discussing the painful 16

and powerful history of the civil rights movement. It 17

is incumbent on Congress to ensure the full history 18

of our great Nation is being taught to the next gen-19

eration of leaders. 20

(4) According to the Annenberg Constitution 21

Day Civics Survey conducted by the Annenberg Pub-22

lic Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania, 23

in 2022— 24

(A) only 47 percent of people in the United 25

States surveyed were capable of naming all 3 26
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branches of government, while 25 percent of 1

Americans were not able to name any of the 2

branches of government; 3

(B) less than half of Americans (46 per-4

cent) correctly stated that the Supreme Court 5

has the final responsibility for determining the 6

constitutionality of laws if the President and 7

Supreme Court disagree; and 8

(C) 26 percent could not name any of the 9

rights guaranteed under the First Amendment. 10

(5) In 2018, only 24 percent of eighth graders 11

were found to have performed at or above the pro-12

ficient level on the National Assessment of Edu-13

cational Progress civics exam conducted by the Na-14

tional Center of Education Studies. 15

(6) A lack of knowledge regarding the struc-16

tural basics of our constitutional republic and the 17

history of our struggle for suffrage and civil rights 18

creates an increasingly ill-equipped electorate which 19

over time, can, and will continue to, contribute to a 20

weakened democracy. 21

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO THE ELEMENTARY AND SEC-22

ONDARY EDUCATION ACT OF 1965. 23

Section 2233 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-24

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6663) is amended— 25
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(1) in subsection (a)— 1

(A) by inserting ‘‘and prioritize innovative 2

civics learning and teaching, including by en-3

couraging’’ after ‘‘to encourage’’; and 4

(B) by inserting ‘‘(including students and 5

teachers at high-need schools (as defined in sec-6

tion 2221))’’ before the period; 7

(2) in subsection (b)— 8

(A) by inserting ‘‘and appropriated under 9

subsection (h) of this section’’ after 10

‘‘2231(b)(2)’’; and 11

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and insert-12

ing the following: 13

‘‘(2) may include— 14

‘‘(A) hands-on civic engagement activities 15

for teachers and students; 16

‘‘(B) activities about the history and prin-17

ciple of the Constitution of the United States, 18

including the Bill of Rights, women’s suffrage, 19

and the civil rights movement; 20

‘‘(C) before-school, during-school, after- 21

school, and extracurricular activities; 22

‘‘(D) activities that include service learning 23

and community service projects that are linked 24

to school curriculum; 25
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‘‘(E) activities that encourage and support 1

student participation in school governance; and 2

‘‘(F) online and video game based learn-3

ing.’’; 4

(3) in subsection (c), by striking paragraph (3) 5

and inserting the following: 6

‘‘(3) DIVERSITY OF PROJECTS.— 7

‘‘(A) DIVERSITY OF GRANTS.—In awarding 8

grants under this section, the Secretary shall 9

ensure that, to the extent practicable, grants 10

are distributed among eligible entities that will 11

serve geographically diverse areas, including 12

urban, suburban, and rural areas, and public el-13

ementary schools. 14

‘‘(B) ALLOCATION OF GRANT FUNDING.— 15

To the extent practicable based on the applica-16

tions received under subsection (d), the Sec-17

retary shall ensure that— 18

‘‘(i) not less than 30 percent of the 19

grant funds under this section are awarded 20

to eligible entities that serve elementary 21

school students and teachers; 22

‘‘(ii) not less than 30 percent of the 23

grant funds under this section are awarded 24
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to eligible entities that serve middle school 1

students and teachers; and 2

‘‘(iii) not more than 40 percent of the 3

grant funds under this section are awarded 4

to eligible entities that serve high school 5

students and teachers.’’; 6

(4) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘, and con-7

taining such information,’’ after ‘‘manner’’; and 8

(5) by adding at the end the following: 9

‘‘(f) GRANT AWARD PREFERENCE.—In awarding 10

grants under this section, the Secretary shall give pref-11

erence to applications for programs that carry out the ac-12

tivities listed in subsection (b)(2) for the purpose of 13

strengthening civics education and learning. 14

‘‘(g) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 15

the end of each fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit to 16

the Committee on Education and the Workforce of the 17

House of Representatives and the Committee on Health, 18

Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a report 19

containing— 20

‘‘(1) a description of each eligible entity award-21

ed a grant under this section during the preceding 22

fiscal year; 23

‘‘(2) a description of whether each such eligible 24

entity was able to meet each of the purposes under 25
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subsection (a), and if so, how such eligible entity 1

was able to meet such purposes; and 2

‘‘(3) any recommendations for continuation of 3

the grant program under this section. 4

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In ad-5

dition to the amounts reserved under section 2231(b)(2), 6

there are authorized to be appropriated $70,000,000 to 7

carry out this section for fiscal year 2024.’’. 8

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:02 Mar 20, 2023 Jkt 039200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\H1387.IH H1387kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-03-24T06:28:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




