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To authorize the sale of Virginia Class submarines to Australia in support

M.
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of the trilateral security partnership between Australia, the United King-
dom, and the United States, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JuLy 13, 2023
Huwzexea (for himself and Mr. McCauL) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition
to the Committees on Rules, and Armed Services, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

A BILL

authorize the sale of Virginia Class submarines to Aus-
tralia in support of the trilateral security partnership
between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “AUKUS Submarine
Transfer Authorization Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:
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(1) The trilateral security partnership between
Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States (in this Act referred to as the “AUKUS part-
nership”’) provides an opportunity to deepen mari-
time cooperation and coordination among the
AUKUS partnership.

(2) The AUKUS partnership reflects our
shared interest in a global rules-based order in
which the sovereignty of nation States, including in-
ternal waters and territorial seas, are threatened.

(3) Underpinned by the 1951 Australia, New
Zealand, United States Security Treaty (commonly
referred to as the “ANZUS Treaty’’), the Australian
Defence Force has long played a role in maintaining
peace, security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific
region and has also been a global security partner
in addressing global threats, including the global war
on terrorism.

(4) The Australian Government Defence Stra-
tegic Review, released on April 24, 2023, recognizes
the need for a biennial National Defense Strategy.
This Review prioritizes the acquisition and need for
Australian infrastructure for the sustainment of nu-
clear-powered submarines through the AUKUS part-

nership.
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(5) The AUKUS partnership furthers United

States national security interests by ensuring part-

ner countries develop and provide joint advanced

military capabilities to promote security and stability
in the Indo-Pacific region without governmental bar-
riers to innovation.

(6) United States arms exports conducted

under the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22

U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) and the Arms Export Control

Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.)—

(A) advance national security and foreign
policy interests of the United States; and
(B) also support the United States defense
industrial base and defense procurements.
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF SALE OF VIRGINIA CLASS SUB-
MARINES TO AUSTRALIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the President 1s authorized to transfer up to
two Virginia Class submarines from the inventory of the
Department of the Navy to the Government of Australia
on a sale basis, during the 15-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of this Act, to implement the
AUKUS partnership.

(b) COSTS OF TRANSFERS.—Any expense incurred by

the United States in connection with a transfer of a vessel
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I authorized under subsection (a) shall be charged to the

2 recipient notwithstanding section 516(e) of the Foreign

3 Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321j(e)).
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(¢) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the President shall require, as a condi-
tion of a transfer of a vessel authorized under sub-
section (a), that the recipient to which the vessel is
transferred have such repair or refurbishment of the
vessel as 18 needed, before the vessel joins the naval
forces of that recipient, performed at a shipyard lo-
cated in the United States.

(2) PERSONNEL.—Repair or refurbishment de-
seribed in paragraph (1) may be carried out by per-
sonnel of the United States, the United Kingdom, or
Australia in accordance with the international ar-
rangements governing submarine security activities
under the AUKUS partnership.

(d) CERTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 270 days prior
to the transfer of a vessel authorized under sub-
section (a), the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees and leadership a
certification that—

(A) the transfer of such vessels—

*HR 4619 IH
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(1) will not impact United States un-
dersea operational requirements;

(i1) 1s consistent with United States
foreign policy and national security inter-
ests; and

(i11) 1s in furtherance of the AUKUS
partnership;

(B) the United States has the industrial
capacity to meet and maintain the submarine
production requirements needed to meet both
the need for Virginia class and Columbia class
submarines;

(C) the United States has the capacity to
produce enough highly enriched uranium to
meet the needs of the Department of Defense
for the next 10 years;

(D) the Government of Australia has pro-
vided the necessary funds and support for the
additional capacity required to meet the United
States submarine fleet requirements; and

(E) the Government Australia has dem-
onstrated the sovereign capability to host and
operate the vessels authorized to be transferred.

(2) JOINT RESOLUTION OF DISAPPROVAL.—

*HR 4619 IH
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(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may not
transfer a vessel authorized under subsection
(a) if, within the 270-day period prior to the
proposed transfer, a joint resolution is enacted
into law prohibiting the proposed transfer.

(B) SENATE PROCEDURES.—Any joint res-

olution described in this paragraph shall be con-
sidered in the Senate in accordance with the
provision of section 601(b) of the International
Security Assistance and Arms Export Control

Act of 1976.

(C) HOUSE PROCEDURES.—For the pur-
pose of expediting the consideration and enact-
ment of a joint resolution deseribed in this
paragraph, a motion to proceed to the consider-
ation of any such joint resolution after it has
been reported by the appropriate committee
shall be treated as highly privileged in the
House of Representatives.

(3) NON-APPLICABILITY.—Section 8678 of title

10, United States Code, shall not apply with respect

to the transfer of vessels authorized under sub-

section (a).

(e¢) CREDITING OF RECEIPTS.—

*HR 4619 IH
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any provi-
sion of law pertaining to the crediting of amounts
received from a sale under the terms of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2761), any receipt of
the United States as a result of a transfer of vessels

authorized under subsection (a) shall—

(A) be credited, at the discretion of the

Secretary of Defense to—

(1) the appropriation, fund, or account
used n incurring the original obligation;

(i) an appropriate appropriation,
fund, or account currently available for the
purposes for which the expenditures were
made; or

(iii) any other appropriation, fund, or
account available for the improvement of
the United States submarine industrial
base; and

(B) remain available for obligation until

expended for the same purpose as the appro-

priation to which the receipt is credited.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after the
receipt of funds as described in paragraph (1), the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Sec-

retary of State and the Administrator of the Na-
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1 tional Nuclear Security Administration, shall submit
2 to the appropriate congressional committees and
3 leadership a report on the matters described in sub-
4 paragraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1).

5 (f) APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING LAW TO TRANSFER
6 OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL AND UTILIZATION FA-
7 CILITIES FOR MILITARY APPLICATIONS.—

8 (1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any special
9 nuclear material for use in utilization facilities or
10 any portion of a vessel transferred under subsection
11 (a) constituting utilization facilities for military ap-
12 plications under section 91 of the Atomic Energy
13 Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2121), the transfer of such
14 material or such facilities shall only occur in accord-
15 ance with such section 91.

16 (2) USE OF FUNDS.—The Administrator of the
17 National Nuclear Security Administration may use
18 proceeds from a transfer described in subparagraph
19 (1) for the acquisition of submarine naval nuclear
20 propulsion plants and the nuclear fuel to replace the
21 propulsion plants and fuel transferred to the Gov-
22 ernment of Australia.
23 (g) TRANSFER OR EXPORT OF DEFENSE SERV-

24 1CES.—

*HR 4619 IH
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(1) IN GENERAL.

Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the President may transfer or au-
thorize the export of defense services (as such term
is defined in section 47 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2794)) to the Government of Aus-
tralia and the Government of the United Kingdom
in support of a transfer of vessels authorized under
subsection (a).

(2) AUTHORITY TO EXPORT TO AUSTRALIAN
AND UNITED KINGDOM PRIVATE-SECTOR PER-
SONNEL.—The transfer or export of defense services
under this subsection may be directly exported to
private-sector personnel of Australia or to private-
sector personnel of the United Kingdom to support
the development of the Australian submarine indus-
trial base necessary for submarine security activities
between members of the AUKUS partnership, in-
cluding in the case in which such private-sector per-
sonnel are not officers, employees, or agents of the
Government of Australia or the Government of the
United Kingdom in accordance with the require-
ments of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C.
2751 et seq.).

(h) REPORT.—

*HR 4619 IH
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter for 15 years, the Secretary of De-
fense, in coordination with the Secretary of State
and the Administrator of the National Nuclear Secu-
rity Administration, shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and leadership a report de-
seribing the status of—

(A) the transfer of vessels authorized
under subsection (a);

(B) the implementation of submarine secu-
rity cooperation under the AUKUS partnership
and challenges towards its implementation;

(C) expansion of the public and private
Virginia class submarine production and repair
facilities, to include proposed work conducted in
Australia and the United Kingdom to meet the
additional work required by commitments under
the AUKUS partnership;

(D) the Integrated Master Schedules for
Virginia and Columbia production over the next
15 years, to include the total number of nuclear
powered attack submarines and nuclear pow-
ered ballistic missile submarines the Depart-

ment of Defense plans to procure;

*HR 4619 IH
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(E) whether 12 nuclear powered ballistic
missile submarines is sufficient to meet the re-
quirements of the United States Strategic Com-
mand or whether additional nuclear powered
ballistic missile submarines will be required;

(F) a list of transfers or exports of defense
services authorized under subsection (g) and
the private-sector personnel of Australia or the
private-sector personnel of the United Kingdom
to whom the defense services were exported;
and

(G) bilateral or trilateral agreements be-
tween countries of the AUKUS partnership rel-
evant to the transfer of vessels authorized
under subsection (a).

(2) FOrRM.—The report required by this sub-

section shall be submitted in classified form.

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES AND

¢

LEADERSHIP DEFINED.—In this section, the term “ap-

congressional committees and leadership”

(1) the Speaker of the IHouse of Representa-

tives and the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the

Committee on Armed Services, and the Committee

*HR 4619 IH
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on Appropriations of the IHouse of Representatives;
and
(2) the majority leader of the Senate and the
Committee on Armed Services, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, and the Committee on Appropria-

tions of the Senate.

*HR 4619 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-07-20T06:34:22-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




