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Union Calendar No. 572 
118TH CONGRESS 

2D SESSION H. R. 7342 
[Report No. 118–676] 

To establish the Veterans Advisory Committee on Equal Access, and for 

other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 13, 2024 

Mr. VALADAO (for himself and Mr. MCGARVEY) introduced the following bill; 

which was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

Additional sponsors: Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. 

NEGUSE, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. LAWLER, 

and Mr. CROW 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed 

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic] 

[For text of introduced bill, see copy of bill as introduced on February 13, 2024] 
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A BILL 
To establish the Veterans Advisory Committee on Equal 

Access, and for other purposes. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans Accessibility 4

Advisory Committee Act of 2024’’. 5

SEC. 2. VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EQUAL AC-6

CESS. 7

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 8

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 9

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 10

Veterans Affairs shall establish within the Depart-11

ment of Veterans Affairs an advisory committee on 12

matters relating to accessibility of the Department for 13

individuals with disabilities. 14

(2) DESIGNATION.—The advisory committee es-15

tablished by paragraph (1) shall be known as the 16

‘‘Veterans Advisory Committee on Equal Access’’ (in 17

this section the ‘‘Advisory Committee’’). 18

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 19

(1) VOTING MEMBERS.—The Advisory Committee 20

shall be composed of 15 voting members, appointed by 21

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. In appointing such 22

members, the Secretary shall ensure the following: 23
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(A) Four are veterans with disabilities, in-1

cluding mobility impairment, hearing, visual, 2

and mental or cognitive disabilities. 3

(B) Four are experts on issues described in 4

subsection (f)(1)(A) or the provisions of law set 5

forth under subsection (f)(1)(B). 6

(C) Two are employees of the Department, 7

one from the Section 508 Office and one from the 8

Architectural Accessibility Program, who oversee 9

the compliance of the Department with Federal 10

accessibility laws. 11

(D) Five are representatives nominated by 12

national veterans service organizations that ad-13

vocate for veterans with physical, sensory, men-14

tal, or cognitive disabilities. 15

(2) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The Advisory Com-16

mittee shall also include four ex officio members (or 17

their designees): 18

(A) The Under Secretary for Health. 19

(B) The Under Secretary for Benefits. 20

(C) The Under Secretary for Memorial Af-21

fairs. 22

(D) The chairperson of the Architectural 23

and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board 24

(known as the ‘‘Access Board’’). 25
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(c) TERMS; VACANCIES.— 1

(1) TERMS.—A member of the Advisory Com-2

mittee shall be appointed for a term of two years. The 3

Secretary may reappoint members to the Advisory 4

Committee for such additional two-year terms as the 5

Secretary determines appropriate. 6

(2) VACANCIES.—The Secretary shall fill a va-7

cancy in the Advisory Committee in the same manner 8

as the original appointment not later than 180 days 9

after such vacancy occurs. 10

(d) MEETINGS.— 11

(1) FREQUENCY.—The Advisory Committee shall 12

meet not less frequently than twice each year. 13

(2) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Advisory Committee 14

may form subcommittees, which shall meet as often as 15

required. 16

(3) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of the 17

Advisory Committee shall constitute a quorum. 18

(e) CHAIRPERSON.—Members of the Advisory Com-19

mittee shall select a Chairperson from among the members 20

of the Advisory Committee. If the position of Chairperson 21

becomes vacant, the members of the Advisory Committee 22

shall select a new Chairperson not later than 30 days after 23

the date on which the position became vacant. 24

(f) DUTIES.— 25
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(1) REQUIREMENT TO CONSULT AND SEEK AD-1

VICE.—On a regular basis, the Secretary shall consult 2

with and seek the advice of the Advisory Committee— 3

(A) on improving the accessibility of the 4

Department for individuals with disabilities, in-5

cluding improving— 6

(i) the accessibility of information of 7

the Department, including electronic infor-8

mation; 9

(ii) the accessibility of the services and 10

benefits furnished by the Department; 11

(iii) the accessibility of the facilities of 12

the Department; 13

(iv) the accessibility of facilities of 14

health care providers furnishing care or 15

services under the Veterans Community 16

Care Program under section 1703 of title 17

38, United States Code; and 18

(v) the acquisition process of the De-19

partment to ensure that products and serv-20

ices, including information technology and 21

information and communication technology 22

(as defined in the standards issued by the 23

Architectural and Transportation Barriers 24

Compliance Board pursuant to section 508 25
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of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 1

794d)), are accessible when purchased; and 2

(B) for ensuring the compliance of the De-3

partment with provisions of law relating to dis-4

ability and accessibility, including— 5

(i) the Americans with Disabilities Act 6

of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12184 et seq.); 7

(ii) sections 504 and 508 of the Reha-8

bilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 791, 794, 9

and 794d); 10

(iii) the Plain Writing Act of 2010 (5 11

U.S.C. 301 note); 12

(iv) the 21st Century Integrated Dig-13

ital Experience Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 note); 14

(v) the Architectural Barriers Act of 15

1968 (Public Law 90–480); and 16

(vi) such other provisions of Federal 17

law as may be that ensure equal access to 18

Federal facilities, benefits, or services for in-19

dividuals with disabilities. 20

(2) PROVISION OF ADVICE.—In providing advice 21

to the Secretary, the Advisory Committee shall, focus-22

ing on the areas of greatest need for the Depart-23

ment— 24

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:16 Sep 17, 2024 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6203 E:\BILLS\H7342.RH H7342kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



8 

•HR 7342 RH

(A) assess the disability access needs of vet-1

erans, the public, and Department employees for 2

full access to the Department’s information, serv-3

ices, and benefits by reviewing relevant informa-4

tion, such as filed complaints by people with dis-5

abilities or physical assessments of the Depart-6

ment’s facilities; 7

(B) provide assessments of accessibility at 8

the Department and the compliance of the De-9

partment with applicable provisions of law relat-10

ing to disability and accessibility; and 11

(C) provide advice on improving accessi-12

bility at the Department, including the accessi-13

bility of all— 14

(i) communications, including internal 15

and public facing; 16

(ii) services and benefits; and 17

(iii) facilities. 18

(3) REPORTS.— 19

(A) REPORTS TO THE SECRETARY.—Not 20

later than two years after the date of the first 21

meeting of the Advisory Committee, and not less 22

frequently than once every two years thereafter, 23

the Advisory Committee shall submit to the Sec-24
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retary a report that, focusing on areas of greatest 1

need for the Department— 2

(i) identifies and assesses access bar-3

riers affecting veterans, the public, and em-4

ployees of the Department; 5

(ii) determines the extent to which the 6

programs and activities of the Department 7

address the barriers identified in clause (i), 8

including compliance of the Department 9

with provisions of law relating to accessi-10

bility law and reporting; 11

(iii) provides recommendations and ac-12

cess priorities to improve the accessibility of 13

the Department’s services, benefits, informa-14

tion, technology, and facilities; 15

(iv) provides a description of access 16

improvements and assesses the Department’s 17

implementation of recommendations from 18

previous reports of the Advisory Committee, 19

including any unmet recommendations that 20

remain necessary for improving accessi-21

bility for the Department; and 22

(v) provides any recommendations for 23

legislation, administrative action, or other 24
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actions that the Advisory Committee deter-1

mines appropriate. 2

(B) REPORTS TO CONGRESS AND FEDERAL 3

AGENCIES.— 4

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 5

days after the receipt of a report required 6

under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall 7

submit to the appropriate congressional 8

committees a copy of such report and any 9

comments and recommendations of the Sec-10

retary concerning such report that the Sec-11

retary determines appropriate. 12

(ii) AVAILABILITY TO THE PUBLIC.— 13

The Secretary shall publish on a publicly 14

accessible website of the Department such 15

report and such comments and rec-16

ommendations as may have been submitted 17

along with such report. 18

(iii) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL 19

COMMITTEES.—In this subparagraph, the 20

term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-21

tees’’ means— 22

(I) the Committees on Veterans’ 23

Affairs of the Senate and House of 24

Representatives; 25
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(II) the Special Committee on 1

Aging of the Senate; and 2

(III) the Committee on Education 3

and the Workforce of the House of Rep-4

resentatives. 5

(g) ADVISORY COMMITTEE PERSONNEL AND RE-6

SOURCE MATTERS.— 7

(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—A member of 8

the Commission who is not an officer or employee of 9

the Federal Government shall not be compensated for 10

the performance of the duties of the Advisory Com-11

mittee. 12

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the Advi-13

sory Committee shall be allowed travel expenses, in-14

cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-15

thorized for employees of agencies under subchapter I 16

of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while 17

away from their homes or regular places of business 18

in the performance of services for the Advisory Com-19

mittee. 20

(3) RESOURCES.—The Secretary shall ensure 21

that such personnel, funding, and other resources are 22

made available to the Advisory Committee as the Sec-23

retary determines appropriate to carry out the duties 24

of the Advisory Committee. 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:16 Sep 17, 2024 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6203 E:\BILLS\H7342.RH H7342kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



12 

•HR 7342 RH

(4) INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall furnish 1

to the Advisory Committee such information as the 2

Advisory Committee may request from the Secretary, 3

subject to applicable provisions of law. 4

(h) TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The 5

Advisory Committee shall terminate on the date that is 10 6

years after the date of the enactment of this Act. 7

SEC. 3. ABOLITION OF INACTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 8

Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment 9

of this Act and before establishing the Veterans Advisory 10

Committee on Equal Access under section 2, the Secretary 11

of Veterans Affairs shall— 12

(1) abolish an advisory committee of the Depart-13

ment of Veterans Affairs that— 14

(A) was not established by an Act of Con-15

gress; and 16

(B) is inactive; 17

(2) consolidate two advisory committees de-18

scribed in paragraph (1); or 19

(3) submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-20

fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a 21

recommendation to abolish an advisory committee of 22

the Department that— 23

(A) was established by an Act of Congress; 24

and 25
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(B) is inactive. 1

SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN HOUSING LOAN FEES. 2

The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of title 38, 3

United States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 15, 4

2031’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘November 29, 5

2031’’. 6

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:16 Sep 17, 2024 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6203 E:\BILLS\H7342.RH H7342kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



U
nion C

alendar N
o. 572 

1
1

8
T

H
C

O
N

G
R

E
S

S
 

2
D

S
E

S
S

IO
N

 
H

. R
. 7342 

[R
ep

ort N
o. 118–676] 

A
 B

IL
L

 
T

o
 esta

b
lish

 th
e V

etera
n

s A
d
viso

ry
 C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 

E
q
u

a
l A

ccess, a
n

d
 fo

r o
th

er p
u

rp
o
ses. 

S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
1

6
, 2

0
2

4
 

R
ep

o
rted

 
w

ith
 

a
n

 
a
m

en
d
m

en
t, 

co
m

m
itted

 
to

 
th

e 
C

o
m

-
m

ittee o
f th

e W
h
o
le H

o
u

se o
n

 th
e S

ta
te o

f th
e U

n
io

n
, 

a
n

d
 o

rd
ered

 to
 b

e p
rin

ted
 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:16 Sep 17, 2024 Jkt 049200 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 6651 Sfmt 6651 E:\BILLS\H7342.RH H7342kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-09-17T01:19:06-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




