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To direct the Secretary of Defense to design and implement a foreign military
officer subject matter expert exchange program.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 8, 2024
Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Mr. NUNN of Towa, Mr. SCONEIDER, Mr. TRONE,
Mrs. WAGNER, and Mrs. RODGERS of Washington) introduced the fol-
lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on Armed Services

A BILL

To direct the Secretary of Defense to design and implement
a foreign military officer subject matter expert exchange
program.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2
3
4 This Act may be cited as the “Learning Integrated
5 National Knowledge for the Abraham Accords Act of
6

20247 or the “LINK Act of 2024”.
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SEC. 2. KEY PARTNERS FOR MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL INTE-

GRATION MILITARY SUBJECT MATTER EX-
PERT EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, using
existing authorities, including section 311 of title 10,
United States Code, as applicable, and in consultation
with the head of any other Federal agency, as appropriate,
shall design and implement a foreign military officer sub-
jecet matter expert exchange program to be known as the
“ Middle East Regional Integration Military Subject Mat-
ter Expert Exchange Program” (referred to in this section
as the “exchange program’’).

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the exchange pro-
oram shall be to facilitate interaction, cultural exchange,
and mutual learning of members of participating militaries
in support of Middle East regional integration in order
to deepen and expand such integration.

(¢) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) ComPOSITION.—The exchange program
shall be composed of members of the Armed Forces
of participating militaries in support of Middle Kast
regional integration and members of the Armed
Forces of the United States.

(2) SUBJECT MATTER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall select exchange program participants
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with a wide range of experiences collectively

covering the tactical, operational, and strategic

levels.

(B) PARTICIPANT PAY GRADE LEVELS.—

The Secretary of Defense shall include in the

exchange program participants at each of the

following military pay grades, or equivalent for-

eign military pay grades:

(i) E-7 through E-9.
(i1) CW=3 through CW-5.
(i11) O-3 through O-9.

(iv) Such other pay grade levels at the

discretion of the Secretary of Defense.

(C) EXPERTISE.—A participant in the ex-

change program shall have expertise in one or

more of the following subject matter areas:

*HR 9947 TH

tion.

(1) Strategic doctrine.
(i1) Defense planning.

(iii) Civilian and military relations.
(iv) Military law.

v) Publi¢ affairs.

(
(vi) Civil affairs.

(vii) Military budgeting and acquisi-
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(viii) Integrated air and missile de-
fense.
(ix) Integrated maritime domain
awareness and interdiction.
(x) Cyber resilience and defense.
(x1) Counterterrorism.
(xi1) Defense information sharing.
(xiii) Any other subject matter area
that the Secretary of Defense determines
to be appropriate.
(d) EXCHANGE PROGRAM CONTENT.—The exchange
program—

(1) shall include learning modalities and meth-
ods, as determined by the Exchange Program Coor-
dinator;

(2) may include separate agendas and experi-
ences for participants in order to—

(A) facilitate interaction on particular top-
1c8;

(B) cater to participant backgrounds or
rank levels; or

(C) achieve other pedagogical ends as de-
termined by the Exchange Program Coordi-

nator; and
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(3) may include discussion, comparison, and in-

formation regarding the development of—

(A) defense doctrine;

(B) exercise development;

(C) budget planning;

(D) military law and law of armed conflict;

(E) military cooperation with civilian agen-
cies;

(F) standard operating procedures;

(G) operational plans and the operational
art;

(H) ecaps and opportunities for improve-
ment in existing procedures and plans;

(I) existing technical challenges;

(J) emerging technical challenges;

(K) the current and future threat environ-
ment;

(I.) trust and capacity for multilateral
sharing of information;

(M) additional mechanisms and ideas for
Integrated cooperation;

(N) ways to promote the meaningful par-
ticipation of women in matters of peace and se-

curity; and
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6
(O) other content, as appropriate, devel-
oped to advance integration and tactical, oper-
ational, and strategic proficiency.

(e) MEETINGS.—Participants in the exchange pro-
oram shall meet in-person not less frequently than quar-
terly.

(f) EXCHANGE PROGRAM COORDINATOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall designate an Exchange Program Coordinator,
who shall be assigned to a Department of Defense
School, to oversee the exchange program.

(2) DuTiEs.—(2) The Exchange Program Co-
ordinator shall—

(A) design the exchange program;

(B) ensure that the exchange program
complies with the requirements of this section;

(C) provide to the Secretary of Defense re-
ports on developments, insights, and progress of
the exchange program; and

(D) notify the Secretary of Defense of any
failures of the exchange program to comply
with the in-person requirements of subsection

(e).

(3) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later

than 15 days after receiving a notification under
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7
paragraph (2)(D), the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report deseribing—
(A) the reasons an in-person meeting did
not occur during such quarter; and
(B) any measures taken to ensure that an
in-person meeting occurs during the following
quarter.
(g) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for 5 years, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate and the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report that includes—

(A) a summary of the activities of the ex-
change program during the prior year, includ-
mng—

(1) the countries participating;

(i1) the subject matter covered,;

(11)  developments, insights, and
progress achieved through the program;

and
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(iv) any new topics added to the ex-
change as well as a justification for adding
the new topic;
(B) an assessment of the effectiveness of
the exchange program; and
(C) recommendations on further improve-
ments to the exchange program.
(2) ForM.—The report required by paragraph
(1) shall be submitted in unclassified form but may

mclude a classified annex.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE SCHOOL.—The
term “‘Department of Defense school” means any in-
stitution listed in section 1595(¢) or section 2162(d)
of title 10, United States Code.

(2) PARTICIPATING MILITARIES IN SUPPORT OF
MIDDLE EAST REGIONAL INTEGRATION.—The term
“participating militaries in support of Middle East
regional integration” means military allies and part-
ner forces of the United States working to advance
regional integration in the Middle East.

O

*HR 9947 TH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-10-28T19:54:57-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




