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Expressing support for the designation of September 9 as “National African

Immigrant and Refugee HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis Awareness
(NAIRHHA) Day”.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 18, 2023

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for himself, Ms. VELAZQUEz, Ms. LEE of Cali-

fornia, Ms. ApaMS, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms.
PrESSLEY, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce

RESOLUTION

Expressing support for the designation of September 9 as

“National African Immigrant and Refugee HIV/AIDS
and Hepatitis Awareness (NAIRHITA) Day”.

Whereas the number of African immigrants and refugees liv-

ing in the United States has increased by 500 percent be-
tween 1980 and 2016, and these communities are ex-
pected to continue growing at a high rate: United States
census data have shown that the population of African
immigrants has grown by 71 percent from 2001 to 2016

alone;

Whereas HIV infection rates are 6 times higher in the Afri-

can immigrant population than in the general United
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States population, and are nearly twice those of United

States-born Black individuals;

Whereas African immigrants face the highest average chronic
hepatitis B rates in the country, with approximately 10

percent of these communities living with hepatitis B;

Whereas HIV and hepatitis B and C are preventable and
treatable conditions, and with appropriate attention and
focus, health outcomes among African immigrant commu-

nities can be improved and lives can be saved;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention rec-
ommends that individuals born in Africa, or individuals
born in the United States who have at least one parent
born in Africa, who were not vaccinated at birth, should

be prioritized for hepatitis B testing;

Whereas African immigrant communities face significant
challenges to HIV and viral hepatitis testing, care, and
treatment, and though they have high rates of infection,

they have low rates of diagnosis and care;

Whereas challenges to IV and viral hepatitis testing, care,
and treatment include stigma, fear, lack of awareness
and knowledge, language barriers, traditional values and
social norms, and limited access to health care services,
and there also exists a need for providers and services to
be culturally and linguistically appropriate to better meet
the needs of African immigrants, in keeping with the Na-
tional Standards for Culturally and Linguistically Appro-
priate Services (CLAS) in Health and Health Care,
which describe a framework to deliver services that are
culturally and linguistically appropriate and respectful,
and that respond to patients’ cultural health beliefs, pref-

erences, and communication needs;
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Whereas immigration status is also associated with fear of
health facilities, low acculturation and unfamiliarity navi-
cating complex health care systems, social and economic
marginalization, fear of deportation, and a lower rate of
health insurance, all posing considerable barriers to the
health of African immigrants and refugees living in the
United States;

Whereas NAIRHHA Day is a day aimed toward bringing
local and national attention to the health issues of HIV/
AIDS and viral hepatitis in African immigrant and ref-
ugee populations in the United States, in a way that is
culturally and linguistically appropriate, and by address-
ing some of the unique issues that African immigrants in
the United States face through awareness, education, and
resources, NAIRHHA Day will help empower commu-

nities to take charge of their own health;

Whereas the objectives of NAIRHIA Day include raising
awareness and eliminating stigma; education about pro-
tection against IIIV, wviral hepatitis, and other related
diseases; placing control back within the community by
encouraging screenings and treatment, as well as hepa-
titis B vaccination; and advocating for policies and prac-
tices that promote healthy African immigrant commu-

nities, families, and individuals;

Whereas no existing HIV/AIDS awareness day addresses the
distinet factors influencing the high rates of HIV and
viral hepatitis in  African immigrants and refugees,
eroups which are often overlooked or misclassified as
“Black™ or “African American’” in HIV surveillance pro-
erams, due to not collecting or reporting on information

about country of origin;
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Whereas with the rapid population rise of African immigrants

in the United States, it is critical to raise awareness
among health care and social service providers and
among African immigrant and refugee communities about
the risk of viral hepatitis and HIV/AIDS, their potential
consequences, and opportunities for prevention, diagnosis,
and treatment, and as African immigrants become long-
term United States residents, it will be increasingly im-
portant to provide screening, prevention, and treatment
of chronic and infectious diseases with a culturally sen-

sitive approach;

Whereas building capacity within communities to promote

knowledge, treatment, and prevention of HIV and viral
hepatitis contributes greatly to the sustainability of the
NAIRHHA Day initiative, for, as communities increase
their capacity to respond to the ‘“silent epidemies” of
HIV and wviral hepatitis, they will develop their own re-

sources to continue this work; and

Whereas by encouraging more people to get tested and seek

A L B~ W

treatment, NAIRHIHA Day is aiding those who suffer
now and preventing others from contracting these trans-
missible diseases, and by trying to lessen, if not remove,
the stigma behind HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis,
NAIRHHA Day is facilitating community building and
communication: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) supports the designation of “National Afri-
can Immigrant and Refugee HIV/AIDS and IHepa-
titis Awareness (NAIRITHA) Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of dedicating
more attention and resources to addressing IHIV/
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AIDS and viral hepatitis in African immigrant and
refugee communities across the United States; and

(3) encourages a commitment to reducing new
viral hepatitis and HIV infections and hepatitis B
and C- and HIV-related deaths through more robust
screening, vaccination, and linkage to treatment and
care in African immigrant and refugee communities.

O

*HRES 693 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-09-19T04:06:40-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




