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Calendar No. 351 
116TH CONGRESS 

1ST SESSION S. 876 
To amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to require the Secretary of Energy 

to establish a program to prepare veterans for careers in the energy 

industry, including the solar, wind, cybersecurity, and other low-carbon 

emissions sectors or zero-emissions sectors of the energy industry, and 

for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MARCH 26, 2019 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. BENNET, Mr. GARDNER, and 

Mr. CRAPO) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and re-

ferred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

DECEMBER 17, 2019 

Reported by Ms. MURKOWSKI, with amendments 

[Omit the part struck through and insert the part printed in italic] 

A BILL 
To amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to require the 

Secretary of Energy to establish a program to prepare 

veterans for careers in the energy industry, including 

the solar, wind, cybersecurity, and other low-carbon emis-

sions sectors or zero-emissions sectors of the energy in-

dustry, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Jobs for our 2

Heroes Act of 2019’’. 3

SEC. 2. ENERGY-READY VETS PROGRAM. 4

Title XI of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 5

16411 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-6

lowing: 7

‘‘SEC. 1107. ENERGY-READY VETS PROGRAM. 8

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to en-9

sure that veterans have the credentials and training nec-10

essary to secure careers in the energy industry. 11

‘‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 12

‘‘(1) ACTIVE MILITARY, NAVAL, OR AIR SERV-13

ICE.—The term ‘active military, naval, or air service’ 14

has the meaning given such term in section 101 of 15

title 38, United States Code. 16

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANT.—The term ‘eligi-17

ble participant’ means a veteran who— 18

‘‘(A) was discharged or released from serv-19

ice in the active military, naval, or air service 20

during the most recent 1-year period; or 21

‘‘(B)(i) was discharged or released from 22

service in the active military, naval, or air serv-23

ice during the 2-year period immediately pre-24

ceding the most recent 1-year period; and 25
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‘‘(ii) receives the approval of the Secretary 1

to participate in the program. 2

‘‘(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means 3

the Energy-Ready Vets Program established under 4

subsection (c)(1). 5

‘‘(4) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘uni-6

formed services’ has the meaning given such term in 7

section 10(a) of title 10, United States Code. 8

‘‘(5) VETERAN.—The term ‘veteran’ has the 9

meaning given such term in section 101 of title 38, 10

United States Code. 11

‘‘(c) ESTABLISHMENT; IMPLEMENTATION.— 12

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall es-13

tablish a program, to be known as the ‘Energy- 14

Ready Vets Program’, to prepare eligible partici-15

pants for careers in the energy industry. 16

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary shall 17

ensure that the program is implemented by an ad-18

ministrator, to be appointed by the Secretary from 19

among individuals with experience relating to mili-20

tary service. 21

‘‘(d) ADMINISTRATION OF PROGRAM.— 22

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in partner-23

ship with the Secretary of Defense, shall carry out 24

the program through the SkillBridge program of the 25
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Department of Defense, under which the Secretary 1

shall provide standardized training courses, based, to 2

the maximum extent practicable, on existing indus-3

try-recognized certification and training programs, 4

to prepare eligible participants in the program for 5

careers in the energy industry, including— 6

‘‘(A) in the solar energy industry, ca-7

reers— 8

‘‘(i) as solar photovoltaic system in-9

stallers; 10

‘‘(ii) as solar technicians; 11

‘‘(iii) as system inspectors; and 12

‘‘(iv) in other areas relating to the 13

solar energy industry; 14

‘‘(B) in the wind energy industry, ca-15

reers— 16

‘‘(i) in wind energy operations; 17

‘‘(ii) in wind energy development; 18

‘‘(iii) in wind energy manufacturing; 19

‘‘(iv) as wind energy technicians; 20

‘‘(v) in the support of all parts of the 21

wind energy supply chain; and 22

‘‘(vi) in other areas relating to the 23

wind energy industry; 24
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‘‘(C) in the cybersecurity sector of the en-1

ergy industry, careers in— 2

‘‘(i) cybersecurity preparedness; 3

‘‘(ii) cyber incident response and re-4

covery; 5

‘‘(iii) grid modernization, security, 6

and maintenance; 7

‘‘(iv) resilience planning; and 8

‘‘(v) other areas relating to the cyber-9

security sector of the energy industry; 10

‘‘(D) careers in other low-carbon emissions 11

sectors or zero-emissions sectors of the energy 12

industry identified by the Secretary; and 13

‘‘(E) careers in sectors that plan, develop, 14

construct, maintain, and expand energy indus-15

try infrastructure. 16

‘‘(2) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.— 17

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the 18

program, the Secretary shall ensure that the 19

courses described in paragraph (1)— 20

‘‘(i) provide— 21

‘‘(I) job training; 22

‘‘(II) employment skills training, 23

including providing comprehensive 24
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wraparound support services to eligi-1

ble participants that— 2

‘‘(aa) enhance the training 3

experience and promote the pro-4

fessional development of eligible 5

participants; and 6

‘‘(bb) help eligible partici-7

pants transition into the work-8

force; and 9

‘‘(III) opportunities for intern-10

ships of not longer than 180 days; 11

and 12

‘‘(ii) are carried out primarily 13

through— 14

‘‘(I) internships; or 15

‘‘(II) applied, work-based train-16

ing. 17

‘‘(B) EXAM REQUIREMENT.—As a require-18

ment for completing a course described in para-19

graph (1), the Secretary shall require each eligi-20

ble participant in the course to earn an applica-21

ble industry-recognized entry-level certificate or 22

other credential. 23

‘‘(e) RECOGNITION OF ENTITIES.—The Secretary 24

and the administrator of the program appointed under 25
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subsection (c)(2), working jointly, shall establish and carry 1

out a program to recognize commercial entities that hire 2

eligible participants who receive certifications or other cre-3

dentials under the program, based on the proportion 4

that— 5

‘‘(1) the number of such eligible participants 6

hired by the commercial entity; bears to 7

‘‘(2) the number of such eligible participants 8

hired by all commercial entities. 9

‘‘(f) ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED 10

CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.— 11

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subsection 12

(d), if an appropriate industry-recognized certifi-13

cation and training program does not exist, the Sec-14

retary shall establish a grant program to assist the 15

industry in developing such an industry-recognized 16

certification and training program. 17

‘‘(2) FUNDING.—Out of the amounts made 18

available under subsection (g)(1), the Secretary shall 19

use such sums as are necessary to carry out para-20

graph (1). 21

‘‘(g) FUNDING.— 22

‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 23

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-24
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retary such sums as are necessary to carry out this 1

section. 2

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION OF FUNDING.— 3

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-4

graph (B), the Secretary shall allocate to each 5

facility of the Department of Defense partici-6

pating in the program an amount based on a 7

percentage of how many participants enroll in 8

courses at the facility. 9

‘‘(B) APPLICATIONS.—A facility of the De-10

partment of Defense participating in the pro-11

gram and desiring funding under subparagraph 12

(A) shall annually submit an application for 13

such funding. 14

‘‘(f) ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED 15

CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.—For purposes 16

of subsection (d), if an appropriate industry-recognized cer-17

tification and training program does not exist, the Sec-18

retary shall establish a grant program to assist the industry 19

in developing such an industry-recognized certification and 20

training program. 21

‘‘(h)(g) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 22

date on which the program is established, and annually 23

thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 24
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describing the activities carried out under, and accom-1

plishments of, the program. program, including— 2

‘‘(1) the number of veterans enrolled in the pro-3

gram; 4

‘‘(2) the regional distribution of those veterans; 5

‘‘(3) the cost of certification under the program; 6

‘‘(4) the rate of job placement; 7

‘‘(5) the rate of job retention; and 8

‘‘(6) the average salaries of veterans who were 9

enrolled in the program.’’. 10

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:22 Dec 18, 2019 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6203 E:\BILLS\S876.RS S876kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



C
alendar N

o. 351 

1
1

6
T

H
C

O
N

G
R

E
S

S
 

1
S

T
S

E
S

S
IO

N
 

S. 876 
A

 B
IL

L
 

T
o
 a

m
en

d
 th

e E
n

erg
y
 P

o
licy

 A
ct o

f 2
0

0
5

 to
 req

u
ire 

th
e 

S
ecreta

ry
 
o
f 

E
n

erg
y
 
to

 
esta

b
lish

 
a
 
p
ro

g
ra

m
 

to
 p

rep
a
re vetera

n
s fo

r ca
reers in

 th
e en

erg
y
 in

-
d
u

stry
, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 

th
e 

so
la

r, 
w

in
d
, 

cy
b
ersecu

rity
, 

a
n

d
 
o
th

er 
lo

w
-ca

rb
o
n

 
em

issio
n

s 
secto

rs 
o
r 

zero
- 

em
issio

n
s secto

rs o
f th

e en
erg

y
 in

d
u

stry
, a

n
d
 fo

r 
o
th

er p
u

rp
o
ses. 

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

1
7

, 2
0

1
9

 

R
ep

o
rted

 w
ith

 a
m

en
d
m

en
ts 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 21:11 Dec 18, 2019 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 6651 Sfmt 6651 E:\BILLS\S876.RS S876kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-12-19T20:56:13-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




