AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

117TH CONGRESS
5905 S, CON. RES. 16
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Whereas, in March 1991, Saddam IHussein responded to an

uprising in Iraqi Kurdistan with a violent military cam-
paign that included the use of chemical weapons against
the citizens of Iraqi Kurdistan, most of whom were un-

armed civilians;

Whereas Saddam Hussein’s forces killed approximately

200,000 TIraqi Kurds, destroyed approximately 4,500
Iraqi Kurdish wvillages, and displaced hundreds of thou-
sands of Iraqi Kurds who fled to the northern and east-
ern borders of Iraq, fearing that the regime would use
chemical weapons against them, as it did during Saddam
Hussein’s Anfal campaign, including the Halabja chem-

ical weapon attack only 3 years before;

Whereas, at one point in the early days of the 1991 ecrisis,

the daily death toll of fleeing Iraqi Kurds exceeded 1,000,
with vietims succumbing to exposure, malnutrition, and

disease;

Whereas, the United States, in response to the unfolding hu-

manitarian catastrophe, led Operation Provide Comfort,
delivering humanitarian relief and enforcing a no-fly
zone, saving the lives of countless thousands of Iraqi
Kurds from near certain death on the freezing and rug-

ged border mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan;
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Whereas Operation Provide Comfort provided security and

stability in Iraqi Kurdistan; and

Whereas the Kurdistan regional government and the Kurdish
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Peshmerga remain steadfast partners of the United
States in the fight against extremism and terrorism:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives

concurring), That Congress—

(1) commemorates the 30th anniversary of Op-
eration Provide Comfort;

(2) recognizes and honors the soldiers, dip-
lomats, political leaders, and coalition partners of
the United States who implemented Operation Pro-
vide Comfort;

(3) recognizes and honors the nearly 2,000,000
Iraqis, mostly Kurds, who were displaced by the
Hussein regime and who survived starvation and ex-
posure, and for whom Operation Provide Comfort of-
fered assistance, security, and a chance for a new
life;

(4) encourages Iraqi Kurdish leaders to con-
tinue to uphold the values of democracy, human
rights, and freedom; and

(5) reaffirms—

(A) the strong partnership between the

United States and the Iraqi Kurds, which exists
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in complementarity with the United States
strong partnership with the Government of
Iraq; and

(B) the enduring respect and support of
Congress for Iraqi Kurds, who continue to
stand with the United States in shared opposi-
tion to extremism and terrorism.

Passed the Senate December 15, 2022.

Attest:

Secretary.

+SCON 16 ES



117tH CONGRESS
LN S, CON, RES. 16

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Commemorating the 30th anniversary of Operation
Provide Comfort.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-12-16T02:06:02-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




