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Concerning the suspension of exit permit issuance by the Government of
the Demoeratic Republic of Congo for adopted Congolese children seeking
to depart the country with their adoptive parents.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 15, 2014

Mr. PORTMAN (for himself, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. ALEXANDER, Ms. AYOTTE,
Ms. BALpwiN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUMENTIAL, Mr. BrLont, Mr.
BoozmaN, Mrs. BoxXgr, Mr. BrRowN, Mr. BUrgr, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CoamBLiss, Mr. Coars, Ms. CorriNs, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
CrapO, Mr. Cruz, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. Exz1, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Mrs. HAGAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. JOHNSON
of Wisconsin, Mr. KinGg, Mr. KIrRg, Ms. KLOBUCIIAR, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mrs. McCaskiLL, Mr. McCaIN, Mr. McCONNELL, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. MORAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURrr1ry, Mr. PAUL, Mr. RUBIO,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. VITTER, Mr. WALSH, Mr.
WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WICKER, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. TooMEY, Mr. HaTcH, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations

JuLy 29, 2014
Reported by Mr. MENENDEZ, with an amendment and an amendment to the
preamble
[Strike out all after the resolving clause and insert the part printed in italic]

[Strike the preamble and insert the part printed in italic]

RESOLUTION

Concerning the suspension of exit permit issuance by the



2

Government of the Democratic Republic of Congo for
adopted Congolese children seeking to depart the country

with their adoptive parents.
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Whereas according to UNICEF, over 4,000,000 orphans are es-
timated to be living in the Democratic Republic of Congo;

Whereas cyclical and violent conflict has plagued the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo since the mid-1990s;

Whereas the Unated States has made significant financial in-
vestments in the Democratic Republic of Congo, providing
an estimated $274,000,000 bilateral aid to the Democratic
Republic of Congo in fiscal year 2013 and an additional

$165,000,000 in emergency humanitarian assistance;

Whereas the policy of the United States Government toward
the Democratic Republic of Congo is “focused on helping
the country become a nation that . . . provides for the

basic needs of its citizens”;

Whereas the United Nations, the Hague Conference on Private
International Law, and other international organizations
have recognized that a child should grow up n a family

environment;

Whereas adoption, both domestic and international, is an im-
portant child protection tool and an integral part of child
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welfare best practices around the world, along with family

reunification and prevention of abandonment;

Whereas, on September 27, 2013, the Congolese Ministry of In-

terior and Security, General Directorate of Migration, in-

Jormed the United States Embassy in Kinshasa that effec-

tive September 25, 2013, they had suspended issuance of
exit permats to adopted Congolese children seeking to de-

part the country with their adoptive parents;

Whereas there are Unated States families with finalized adop-

tions in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the nec-
essary legal paperwork and visas ready to travel home

with these children but are currently unable to do so; and

Whereas, on December 19, 2013, the Congolese Minister of Jus-
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tice, Minister of Interior and Security, and the General
Directorate of Migration confirmed to members of the
United States Department of State that the current sus-
pension on the issuance of exit permits continues: Now,

therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
1 affirms that all ehildren deserve a safe; lov-
pubhe of Congo;
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{6} expedite the processing of these adep-

and

5} encotrages eontinted dindoete and eoopera-
Congo:
That the Senate—

(1) affirms that all children deserve a safe, lov-
g, and permanent family;

(2) recognizes the importance of ensuring that
mternational adoptions of all children are conducted

m an ethical and transparent manner;
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(3) expresses concern over the impact on children
and families caused by the current suspension of exit
permat issuance within the Democratic Republic of
Congo;

(4) respectfully requests that the Government of
the Democratic Republic of Congo—

(A) resume processing adoption cases and
wssuing exit permits via the Ministry of Gender
and Family’s Interministerial Adoption Com-
mittee and General Directorate of Migration,

(B) prioritize the processing of intercountry
adoptions which were initiated before the suspen-
swon; and

(C) expedite the processing of those adop-
tions which wnvolve medically fragile children;
and
(5) encourages continued dialogue and coopera-

tion between the United States Department of State
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to improve the intercountry adop-
tion process and ensure the welfare of all children

adopted from the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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RESOLUTION

Concerning the suspension of exit permit issuance
by the Government of the Democratic Republic
of Congo for adopted Congolese children seeking
to depart the country with their adoptive parents.

JuLny 29, 2014

Reported with an amendment and an amendment to the
preamble




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2014-07-30T23:42:32-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




