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Enrolled Copy S.J.R. 15

JOINT RULES RESOLUTION -- CONFERENCE

COMMITTEES

2016 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Kevin T. Van Tassell
House Sponsor: Michael E. Noel

LONG TITLE
General Description:
This rules resolution requires public notice for conference committee meetings.
Highlighted Provisions:
This resolution:
» requires the president or speaker to ensure that oral and electronic notice are
provided that identify the members of a conference committee and the time and
place that the conference committee will meet.
Special Clauses:
None
Legislative Rules Affected:
AMENDS:
JR3-2-601
JR3-2-602

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. JR3-2-601 is amended to read:

JR3-2-601. Appointment and chairs -- Notice.

(1) (a) If the Senate refuses to concur in the House amendments to a Senate bill, the
secretary of the Senate shall notify the House of the refusal and ask the House to recede from
its amendments.

(b) Either house may recede from its position on any difference existing between the
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two houses by a majority vote of its members.
(c) (1) If the House refuses to recede, the speaker shall appoint a conference committee
of three.

(11) After making the appointment, the speaker shall:

(A) publicly announce the House members of the conference committee and the time

and place that the conference committee will meet;

(B) ensure that no more than two of the appointees are members of the majority party;

and

(C) direct House staff to provide electronic notice that identifies the House members of

the conference committee and the time and place of the conference committee meeting.

(d) If the speaker does not immediately appoint a conference committee, the president

may appoint a conference committee as provided in Subsection (2)(c).

(2) (a) If the House refuses to concur in the Senate amendments to a House bill, the

chief clerk of the House shall notify the Senate of the refusal and ask the Senate to recede from
its amendments.

(b) Either house may recede from its position on any difference existing between the
two houses by a majority vote of its members.

(c) (1) If the Senate refuses to recede, the president shall appoint a conference
committee of three.

(11) After making the appointment, the president shall:

(A) publicly announce the Senate members of the conference committee and the time

and place that the conference committee will meet;
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(B) ensure that no more than two of the appointees are members of the majority party;

and

(C) direct Senate staff to provide electronic notice that identifies the Senate members

of the conference committee and the time and place of the conference committee meeting.

(d) If the president does not immediately appoint a conference committee, the speaker

may appoint a conference committee as provided in Subsection (1)(c).

[te)] (3) (a) Whenever the president or speaker appoint a conference committee, the
secretary of the Senate or chief clerk of the House shall:
(1) immediately notify the other house of the action taken; and

(i1) request the appointment of [attke] conference committee members from that other

house.

[tB] (b) After receiving the notice and request, the presiding officer of the other house
shall:

(i) appoint a conference committee of three;

(i1) publicly announce the members of the conference committee from that house and

the time and place that the conference committee will meet; and

(ii1) direct staff to provide electronic notice that identifies the members of the

conference committee and the time and place of the conference committee meeting,

[(3] (4) (a) The first senator named on the conference committee is the Senate chair of
the committee, and the first representative named on the conference committee is the House
chair.

(b) [Nomorethanrtwomembersoftheconferencecommittee maybe-members-ofthe
majority party—¢)] The conference committee chairs shall[+(1jarrange-the-time-andptace-ofalt

meetmgs;and-11)] direct the preparation of [reports] the conference committee report.
Section 2. JR3-2-602 is amended to read:

JR3-2-602. Conference committee procedures.
(1) The chair from the house of origin of the bill shall chair meetings of the committee.

(2) Staff from the Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel may attend the
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86  conference committee meeting to assist in the preparation of the committee report.

87 (3) (a) Subject to Subsection (3)(b), conference committee meetings are open to the
88  public.
89 (b) Public comment may not be received or made during a conference committee

90  meeting unless a majority of committee members from one house and at least 50% from the
91  other house vote to receive public comment.

92 (4) (a) A majority of committee members from each house must approve a conference
93  committee report in order for it to be presented to the Legislature.

94 (b) (1) If the conference committee cannot reach an agreement, the committee shall

95  report the failure to agree to both houses.

96 (i) Upon notice that a conference committee has failed to agree, the presiding officer

97  of each house may either appoint a new committee by following the requirements of JR3-2-601

98  or reappoint the former committee and announce the time and place of the committee's

99  meeting.

100 (5) Before a bill being considered by a conference committee is abandoned, not to be
101  reviewed again by either house during the remainder of the session, each house shall vote to

102 refuse further conferences by the same committee or a new committee.
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