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H.16
Introduced by Representatives Gannon of Wilmington and LaClair of Barre

Town
Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Executive; boards and commissions; miscellaneous
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
miscellaneous amendments regarding the State’s boards and commissions in

accordance with recommendations made by the Sunset Advisory Commission.

An act relating to boards and commissions

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

S.A. § 116a is amended to read:
§ 116a. MAINT NCE OF INVENTORY OF STATE BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS

(a)(1) The Secretary of State shal intain and make available on his or
her official website an inventory of the State bo and commissions, and

shall update that inventory when changes are made that a the information

provided in the inventory.
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Staf§board and commission, their term length and expiration, and their
appointifg authority.

(B) %gach State board and commission shall be responsible for
providing to the S¥gretary of State this inventory information and any updates
to it.

(b) As used in this secti§p, “State beards-and-commissions board or
commission” means a professioMgl or occupational licensing beards board or
commissions commission, advisory 8gards board or cemmissions commission,
appeals boards board, promotional beard®board, interstate beards board,
supervisory beards-and-councils board or cougil, and or any other beards-or

commisstons-of the State similar entity that:

(1) is created by State law, by federal law and cOWtains State appointees,

or by executive order;

(2) 1is established as or is attached to an Executive Branch%ntity;

(3) has statewide jurisdiction or carries out a State function; ar§

(4) is not composed of members appointed exclusively by regional

s cinmalontit
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Sec. 2. 2018 (Sp. Xgss.) Acts and Resolves No. 2, Sec. 15 is amended to read.:
Sec. 15. EFFECTIVERRATES

This act shall take effecMgn July 1, 2018, except that Sec. 12, 3 V.S.A.
§ 116a (Secretary of State; maMygenance of inventory of State boards and
commissions), shall take effect on Rguary 1, 2049 2023.

* * * Standard Per Diem and§xpense Reimbursement * * *

Sec. 3. 32 V.S.A. § 1010 is amended to redy:
§ 1010. MEMBERS OF CERTAIN BOARD

(a) Except for those members serving ex officidyor otherwise regularly

employed by the State, the compensation-of the membd&s of the following

Beoards boards shall be entitled to receive $50.00 in per dielg compensation:

(1) Board of Bar Examiners
(2) Board of Libraries
(3) Vermont Milk Commission

(4) Board of Education
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(7) Board of Liquor and Lottery
& Human Services Board

(9) ¥ate Fish and Wildlife Board

(10) Statg Board of Mental Health

(11) Vermor§Employment Security Board

(12) Capitol Cofyplex Commission

(13) Natural Gas an&QOil Resources Board

(14) Transportation Boaly

(15) Vermont Veterans’ Hon¥g Board of Trustees

(16) Advisory Council on HistoMg Preservation

(17) The Electricians’ Licensing Bodgd

(18) Oftender Work Programs Board

(19) Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefi§Review Board

(20) Community High School of Vermont Board

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, merfpers of

professional or occupational licensing boards or commissions, &lvisory boards
or commissions, appeals boards, promotional boards, interstate bod¥gds,
supervisory boards and councils, or any other boards, ex commissions

similar entities that are not listed in subsection (a) of this section but are
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$5%00 per day for each day devoted to official duties. This subsection shall
not redf§ge the amount of per diem compensation heretofore provided by act of
the GenerajAssembly to members of boards or commissions entitled to
receive more tign $50.00 per day.

(2) “Per diey’ means the amount of compensation to which a member
of a statutory board or §ommission is entitled for:

H(A) attendance at% regular or special meeting of such board or
commission or any committee #gereof; or

2)(B) performance of otheruties directly related to the efficient
conduct of necessary board business as¥gssigned and approved by the
chairperson, provided that payment for suchduties shall be at the per diem rate
prorated for actual time spent performing dutic% Proration shall be calculated
based on an eight-hour day. Under no circumstanc@g shall the daily payment
exceed the per diem amount.

(c) The members of the boards and departments comm¥gions, including
those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly emplo%ed by the
State, shall be entitled to receive their actual and necessary expensdg when
away from home or office upon their official duties.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this
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progided by another source.

(e) §he Governor may authorize per diem compensation and expense
reimburserfgnt in accordance with this section for members of boards and
commissions, M4luding temporary study commissions, created by Executive
Order.

(f) Members of the®arole Board shall be entitled to receive $100.00 per
diem for each day of offici® duties together with reimbursement of reasonable
expenses incurred in the perforfgance of their duties.

* * * Travel Infgrmation Council * * *
Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 484 is amended to%ead:
§ 484. TRAVEL INFORMATION COUN§IL; CREATION, MEMBERSHIP,
TERMS

(a) The Travel Information Council is creat§d to administer the provisions
of this chapter.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall be respoRgible for the
administration and maintenance of the official business dir&gtional sign
program, information plazas, and other tourist information factities deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(2) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development sh3 be

responsible for the collection and distribution of travel information, as deefyed

AdPprop dlC UY C UU
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with this chapter relating to the determination of locations for official business
directi®gal signs and to all other matters necessary and appropriate to the
administrafgn of this chapter. In making adopting those rules it shall give
consideration t&the adequacy of information provided by highway directional
signs and the preseWyation of scenic and aesthetic values and shall consult with
the Agency of Transpo®ation as to matters of highway safety.

(2) It shall determin&whether official business directional signs at a
particular location shall be dispdgyed in tiers or upon panels.

(3) It shall advise the Agenc%of Commerce and Community
Development on policies and matters p§taining to collection and distribution
of tourist information.

(c)(1) The Travelnformation Council shalfhave seven members,
comprising the Secretary of Commerce and CommWity Development or

designee, who shall chair the eeunetl Council, and six #gpointed members as

follows: one representing the lodging industry, one the res#gurant industry, one
the recreation industry, one the Agency of Transportation, one ¥ge general
public, and one agriculture.

(2) The six appointed members shall be appointed by the Goverfigr with

the advice and consent of the Senate with-the sixnitially-appointed membds
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twgyear staggered terms so that three members shall-be are appointed

iennily thereafter annually. The members are eligible for reappointment.

(3) Members of the Council shall be entitled to per diem compensation

and reimburserent of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which

shall be paid by th&Agency of Transportation.

(d)(1) The Fravel ltormation Council shall designate, in each State
transportation district, a pe#gon to represent business, a person to represent the
public, and a person to represef§ the district planning or development agencies
as a committee to act for it in thoscédistricts in considering applications for
signs and the location thereof.

(2) The members of the committee sjall serve at the pleasure of the
Council, and a majority of a committee shall cdgstitute a quorum for the
conduct of any business.

(3) A person aggrieved by a decision of a comm¥tee may ask for and
shall be granted a hearing before the TravelHnformation COyncil and may
appeal on questions of law to the Superior Court under V.R.C.[{74 from a
decision of the Council.

* * * Travel and Recreation Council * * *

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 652 is amended to read:
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cre§ged. It shall comprise the following members:
the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development; or
designee;

(2) the Sycretary of Natural Resources; or designees;

(3) the Secr&yary of Transportation; or designees;

(4) the Secretarywpf Agriculture, Food and Markets; or designee;;

(5) the Commissiond of Tourism and Marketing; or designee; and

(6) ten members from thi§ private sector appointed by the Governor.

(b)(1) The ten members appoin¥gd by the Governor shall serve a term of
three years, beginning July 1, or the un¥§pired portion thereof. For the initial
appointments, the Governor shall appoint thgee for one year, four for two
years, and three for three years.

(2) When appointing members, the Governoshall consider persons
who have understanding of the travel and recreation in8gstry and who will
adequately represent the various interests in the State.

(c) The Council shall elect its chair annually from among it§members.

(d) The Council shall meet at least quarterly at the call of the efgir Chair or
the agency secretary.

(e) Members of the Council shall be entitled to receive per diem
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anMCommunity Development.

* # * Vermont Community Development Board * * *
Sec. 6. 10%.S.A. § 685 is amended to read:

§ 685. THE WRMONT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(a) There sha¥§l-be is created within the Agency of Commerce and

Community Developgent the Vermont Community Development Board
consisting of nine membB§rs who shall be residents of the State.

(b)(1) The members shalybe appointed by the Governor for a term of three
years, or for the unexpired porti®§ thereof. For the initial appointments, the
Governor shall appoint three for ondyear, three for two years, and three for
three years.

(2) In the appointment of the membelg, consideration shall be given to
the selection of such persons as shall adequatelyqgepresent the interests of
various sections of the State and the principal benef¥giaries of the program.

(c) The Chair shall be appointed annually by the GO%ernor from among the
members.

(d) Members of the Board shall be compensated-at-therate-8 $30.00-pe

a entitled to receive Per diem
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ANFaWe o V= on a¥a ccoiye > 1011 sk nortion o 4 a av= 1ncom

dir8tly or indirectly from the community development activities governed by
this subghapter shall be a member of the Board.

(f) The%Wgency shall provide staff assistance and administrative support to
the Board.

(g) Prior to Jantgry 15 of each year, the Board shall submit a report of its
activities and grants forhe preceding year to the Governor and General
Assembly.

* # * State and Regional Ec8omic Development and Planning Services

Oversi®at Panel * * *
Sec. 7. REPEAL

2010 Acts and Resolves No. 146, Sec. G (State and Regional Economic

Development and Planning Services; Oversight Ranel) is repealed.

* * * Development Cabinet "% *
Sec. 8. 3 V.S.A. § 2293 is amended to read:

§ 2293, BEVELOPMENT CABINET

o1slative purpose he General - Assemb deems-it priden 2
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* * * Film and New Media AdvisoWy Board * * *
Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 2471d is amended to read:
§ 2471d. VERMONT EILM AND NEW MEDIA ADVISORY BOARD
e-Secretary—o ommerce-and-Co Develop PPO
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heWy tradesin-Vermont: [Repealed. |
* # * Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation * * *
Sec. 11. 108/.S.A. chapter 12, subchapter 6 is amended to read:
Subchapter 6. Family Farm Assistance

§ 271. PURPOSES

exte offe e casonab¥k-c ce-to-succeed: [Repealed. |
§ 272. DEEINITIONS
<A o > me e Vermont Economiic Development-A 0
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subehapter: [Repealed. |

* * * State Natural Resources CoNgervation Council
Board of Adjustment * *
Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. chapter 31, subchapter 1 is amende¥to read:
Subchapter 1. Conservation, Development, and Use of Matural Resources
* % %
§ 731. FAILURE TO OBSERVE LAND-USE ORDINANCE;
CONFERENCES

(a) In the event that the supervisors of a district find that the provisionsf a
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subiantially to increase erosion on such lands and substantially interferes with
the preWgntion or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands%ithin the district, the supervisors may summon the owner of the
land to appear B§fore them to discuss the failure of the owner to observe the
regulations, and to Pgrform particular work, operations, or avoidances as
required by ordinance oMghe district, when the nonobservance tends
substantially to increase eroSén on the lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of eroslgn or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district.

(b) By conference thus convoked, thégupervisors and the owner of land
not observing the ordinance adopted by the d€g¢rict, shall together make and
sign a finding as to the issues which that are involged in the failure of the
owner to observe the ordinance of the district.

(c)(1) Upon the basis of such findings and if, after corgrence, it appears to
the supervisors that there are great practical difficulties or unn¥§gessary
hardship involved in the full observance of the ordinance of the di%rict, the
supervisor supervisors shall endeavor to work out a program with the Ggner,

as shall be acceptable to the owner and shall enable the owner to comply wWigh
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ma% authorize such variance from the ordinances in their application to the

lands o%the owner who has not complied with the ordinance of the district,

when such“ariance will relieve practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship

to that owner a%d when such variance is not contrary to public interest and is

1n accordance with%he purpose of land use regulations.

(B) The supeMisors may request the landowner not complying with

an ordinance to sign a stipthation setting forth the conditions agreed upon by

the landowner and supervisors % that the practical difficulties or unnecessary

hardship may be overcome and theWyork proceed by the consent of such

landowner upon the land.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be con%rued so as to make ineffective any

remedies available under the laws of the State.
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[Repealed. ]

§ 734. SUPERVISORS MAY PETITION QUPERIOR COURT;-WHEN

If a landowner does not sign such stipulatioMy the supervisors may petition
the Superior Court to require such landowner to brigg his or her land into
conformity with the ordinance, and the Ceurt court sha% order such relief as it
may deem necessary in the interest of public health, safety,%gnd welfare.
However, no landowner shall by ordinance or otherwise be req¥gred to pay any
money or perform any act that shall not be for the protection of his'gr her own
land nor shall he or she be required to pay any money, perform any actor

carry out any practice that shall not be in just proportion to the benefits thatghe
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decqed to be necessary for the public good.

k ok ok

Sec § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102 % ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED
k ok ok

(d) The functio

Assembly;-detailing measure the State’s pro®

g reaching those targets and
attaining that goal. The targets should be design® tognable evaluation of
multiple measures of pesticide usage, use patterns, an®asSgciated risks.
Targets should take into consideration at a minimum the foNWgng:

(A) reducing the amount of acreage where pesticides Mg¥sed;
(B) reducing the risks associated with the use of pesticides;

(C) increasing the acreage managed by means of integrated pest
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(E) making recommendatiO™sggarding the implementation of other

managemeng practices that result in decreased pesticide

Sec. 13. [Deleted.

* % Vermont Milk Commission * * *

Sec. 14. 6 V.S.A. § 2937 isygmended to read:

§ 2937. ANNUAL PERIODICREPORT
The Commission shall may replyrt annually as needed on its activities to the

House and Senate Committees on Agi¥gulture en-or-beforeJanuary15;
* # * Sustainable AgriculturqCouncil * * *
Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. § 4701 is amended to read:
§ 4701. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RESEAR&H AND EDUCATION
PROGRAM
(a) The purpose of this section is to promote research Md education that
will encourage the development and use of economically and &ologically
sound sustainable agriculture practices such as organic methods, bi§logical

control, integrated pest management, soil improvement, cultivation, halyesting

and irrigation techniques, and transportation and marketing innovations,

LUITUugliL.
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thr&gh alternatives that reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and
petroch§ymicals-;

(2) I e the production, processing, and distribution of food and fiber in
ways that consi®r the interactions among soils, plants, water, air, animals,
tillage, machinery, [&por, energy, and transportation to enhance the viability of
agricultural soils, publicNgealth, and resource conservation:;

(3) The the expansiorgf marketing opportunities and promotion of
products produced through the p¥gctice of sustainable agriculture which that
will encourage the purchase of Verm@gt grown foods and promote regional
food security-; and

(4) The the coordination of research aly education activities on
sustainable agriculture among private and public #encies and individuals
within Vermont.

(b) A-Sustainable-Agriculture Council-is-established, f&bechaired by the
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(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Marke

for, accept, and make use of grants from public and privatSgources to achieve

is authorized to apply

the objectives of this section, in accordance with the provision§of

32 V.S.A. § 5. In awarding grants, preference shall be given to ind

especially farmers, conducting on-farm research.

(d)
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ATIVES GRANT PROGRAM
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»)

ceographicrepresentation-8€ Vermont. [Repealed.]

(c) The Transportation Altcigatives Grant Program is created. The Grant
Program shall be administered by the Agency, and shall be funded in the
amount provided for in 23 U.S.C. § 13%h), less the funds set aside for the
Recreational Trails Program. Awards shallfge made to eligible entities as
defined under 23 U.S.C. § 133(h), and awards ®ader the Grant Program shall
be limited to the activities authorized under federalMaw.

(d) Eligible entities awarded a grant must provide a% funds required to
match federal funds awarded for a Transportation Alternaties project. All
grant awards shall be decided and awarded by the Transportatidg-Alternative
Grant-Committee Agency.

(e) Transportation Alternatives grant awards shall be announced anfgally

by the Transportation-Alternatives-Grant-Committee Agency not earlier thé
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res&ved for municipalities for environmental mitigation projects relating to
stormwater and highways, including eligible salt and sand shed projects.

2) iscal years 2020 and 2021, Grant Program funds shall be
awarded for any§eligible activity and in accordance with the priorities
established in subdiWsion (4) of this subsection.

(3) In fiscal year 3022 and thereafter, $1,100,000.00 of Grant Program
funds, or such lesser sum if @ eligible applications amount to less than
$1,100,000.00, shall be reserved¥pr municipalities for environmental
mitigation projects relating to stormwgter and highways, including eligible salt
and sand shed projects.

(4) Regarding Grant Program funds awigrded in fiscal years 2020 and
2021, and the balance of Grant Program funds noWeserved for environmental
mitigation projects in fiscal year 2022 and thereafter, ¥ evaluating applications
for Transportation Alternatives grants, the Transportation ernatives-Gran
Committee Agency shall give preferential weighting to projec#involving as a
primary feature a bicycle or pedestrian facility. The degree of pre¥grential
weighting and the circumstantial factors sufficient to overcome the welghting

shall be in the complete discretion of the Transpertation-Alternatives-Gran®
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prowide i allon to communities with respect to the benefits of
participgting in the Transportgn Alternatives Grant Program. The outreach
and marketWgg activities shall include appristTmggunicipalities of the

availability of gants for salt and sand sheds. The outreac agt should be
Sec. 16. [Deleted.]
kX Ve t Transportation Authority * * *

Sec. 17. REPEAL

29 V.S.A. chapter 16 (Vermont TSansportation Authority) is repealed.

* # % Capitol Compldg Commission * * *

r Complex Commi¥gion” means a

commission consisting of five sCWgn members.

One member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the F\ ber

U AP PO LU UY cl U U U AU U Cl U
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Commissioner of Buildings an®&General Services shall be the ®secutive

secretary of the beard Commissiongnd shall have no vote.
Sec. 18. 29 V.S.A. § 182 is amended to rea®
§ 182. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

% %k ok

(2) “Capitol eomplex—commission Complex CoiMgission” means a

commission consisting of five seven members.

(4) Four members shall be appointed by the gevernoRGovernor,

with the advice and consent of the senate Senate, for a term of throyears.

One member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one meiper

U Ooc UppolLrttctd Uy Lric Cridic UITLIT cc U/ orriry CC cucr or a lcrirrt U
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ourmygl City Council for a term of two years.
(M, The chair Chair of the capitol complex—commission Capitol

Complex Comn™ggion shall be designated by the governor Governor.

(C) No—n% Not fewer than two members of the commission
Commission shall be residMs of the city City of Montpelier, and ne a member
may shall not be an exempt empWuee of the state State of Vermont or a State
legislator.

(D) The ecommissioner—of—Mildinos—and—eenera Crvice

Commissioner of Buildings and General ServMgs shall be the executive

secretary of the board Commission and shall have no vo%g
ok ok
* # * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 19. EFFECTIVE DATE

U 3

* % % Vormont State Archives and Records Administration; State Boards and
Commissions Registry * * *
Sec. 1. 3V.S.A. § 116a is amended to read:
s 116a. MAINTENANCE QF INVENTORY OF STATE BOARDS AND

COMMISSIONS REGISTRY
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(a)(1) The Secretary—of State Vermont State Archives and Records

Administration shall maintain and make available on his—er-her—official its

website an-inventory a registry of the State boards and commissions, and shall
update that inventory registry when changes are made that affect the
information provided in the inventory registry.

(2)(A) The inventory registry shall include the names of the members of
each State board and commission, their term length and expiration, and their
appointing authority.

(B) Each State board and commission shall be responsible for

providing to the Secretary—of—State Vermont State Archives and Records

Administration this inventery registry information and any updates to it in a

manner prescribed by the State Archivist.

(3) The registry shall track the dates of the initial creation of State

boards and commissions created by State law and of any amendments to those

laws for the purpose of the intended five-year expiration of those State boards

and commissions described in subsection (b) of this section.

(b)(1) 1t is the intent of the General Assembly that, except for State boards

and commissions required by interstate compact and except as otherwise

provided by law, a State board or commission created by State law shall cease

to exist after five years from the date of its initial creation, five vears from the
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last date that the statutory or session law containing the State board or

commission was amended, or on January 1, 2025, whichever date is latest.

(2)(A) In each biennial session beginning in the year 2025, the Office of

Legislative Council, in consultation with the Vermont State Archives and

Records Administration and based on the registrv's date tracking described in

subdivision (a)(3) of this section, shall prepare for the General Assembly’s

review a list of the State boards and commissions subject to expiration under

this subsection.

(B) A State board or commission shall only expire pursuant to

legislative enactment.

(c) As used in this section, “State boards—and-commissions board or
commission” means a professional or occupational licensing boards board or

commissions commission, advisory beards board or commissions commission,

appeals boards board, promotional beards board, interstate boards board,

supervisory boards-and-councils board or council, and or any other boards—or

commissions-of-the-State similar entity that:

(1) is created by State law, by federal law and contains State appointees,

or by executive order,

(2) is established as or is attached to an Executive Branch entity,

(3) has statewide jurisdiction or carries out a State function, and
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(4) is not composed of members appointed exclusively by regional,

county, or municipal entities.

Sec. 2. 2018 (Sp. Sess.) Acts and Resolves No. 2, Sec. 15 is amended to read:

Sec. 15. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018, except that Sec. 12, 3 V.S.A.
§ 116a (Secretary—of-State VSARA, maintenance-of-inventoryof State boards
and commissions registry), shall take effect on January 1, 2049 2023.
Sec. 3. [Deleted.]

* * * Standard Per Diem and Expense Reimbursement * * *

Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 1010 is amended to read:

§ 1010. MEMBERS OF CERTAIN BOARDS
(a) Except for those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly

employed by the State, the compensation—of-the members of the following

Beards boards shall be entitled to receive $50.00 in per diem compensation:

(1) Board of Bar Examiners

(2) Board of Libraries

(3) Vermont Milk Commission
(4) Board of Education

(5) State Board of Health

(6) Emergency Board

(7) Board of Liquor and Lottery

(8) Human Services Board
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(9) State Fish and Wildlife Board

(10) State Board of Mental Health

(11) Vermont Employment Security Board

(12) Capitol Complex Commission

(13) Natural Gas and Oil Resources Board

(14) Transportation Board

(15) Vermont Veterans’ Home Board of Trustees

(16) Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

(17) The Electricians’ Licensing Board

(18) Offender Work Programs Board

(19) Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefit Review Board

(20) Community High School of Vermont Board

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, members of professional

or occupational licensing boards or commissions, advisory boards or
commissions, appeals boards, promotional boards, interstate boards,
supervisory boards and councils, or any other boards, e¥ commissions, or

similar entities that are not listed in subsection (a) of this section but are

otherwise entitled by act of the General Assembly to receive per diem
compensation, shall be entitled to receive per diem compensation in the
amount of 850.00 per day for each day devoted to official duties. This

subsection shall not reduce the amount of per diem compensation heretofore
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provided by act of the General Assembly to members of boards or commissions
entitled to receive more than $50.00 per day.

(2) “Per diem” means the amount of compensation to which a member
of a statutory board or commission is entitled for:

b (A) attendance at a regular or special meeting of such board or
commission or any committee thereof; or

2)B) performance of other duties directly related to the efficient
conduct of necessary board business as assigned and approved by the
chairperson, provided that payment for such duties shall be at the per diem
rate prorated for actual time spent performing duties. Proration shall be
calculated based on an eight-hour day. Under no circumstances shall the daily

payment exceed the per diem amount.

(c) The members of the boards and departments commissions, including

those members serving ex officio or otherwise regularly employed by the State,
shall be entitled to receive their actual and necessary expenses when away
from home or office upon their official duties.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this
section, a member shall not be entitled to receive State per diem compensation
for any meeting or other official duty for which specific compensation is

provided by another source.
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(e) The Governor may authorize per diem compensation and expense
reimbursement in accordance with this section for members of boards and
commissions, including temporary study commissions, created by Executive
Order

(f) Members of the Parole Board shall be entitled to receive $100.00 per
diem for each day of official duties together with reimbursement of reasonable
expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

* % * Travel Information Council * * *
Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 484 is amended to read:
§ 484. TRAVEL INFORMATION COUNCIL,; CREATION, MEMBERSHIP,
TERMS

(a) The Travel Information Council is created to administer the provisions
of this chapter.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall be responsible for the
administration and maintenance of the official business directional sign
program, information plazas, and other tourist information facilities deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(2) The Agency of Commerce and Community Development shall be
responsible for the collection and distribution of travel information, as deemed
appropriate by the Council.

(b)(1) The Traveldnformation Council may make adopt rules; consistent

with this chapter relating to the determination of locations for official business
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directional signs and to all other matters necessary and appropriate to the
administration of this chapter. In making adopting those rules it shall give
consideration to the adequacy of information provided by highway directional
signs and the preservation of scenic and aesthetic values and shall consult with
the Agency of Transportation as to matters of highway safety.

(2) It shall determine whether official business directional signs at a
particular location shall be displayed in tiers or upon panels.

(3) It shall advise the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development on policies and matters pertaining to collection and distribution
of tourist information.

(c)(1) The TravelInformation Council shall have seven members,
comprising the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development or

designee, who shall chair the eouncil Council, and six appointed members as

follows: one representing the lodging industry, one the restaurant industry,
one the recreation industry, one the Agency of Transportation, one the general
public, and one agriculture.

(2) The six appointed members shall be appointed by the Governor with

the advice and consent of the Senate with-the-six-initially-appointed-members
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two-year staggered terms so that three members shall-be are appointed

biennially-thereafter annually. The members are eligible for reappointment.

(3) Members of the Council shall be entitled to per diem compensation

and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which

shall be paid by the Agency of Transportation.

(d)(1) The TravelInformation Council shall designate, in each State

transportation district, a person to represent business, a person to represent
the public, and a person to represent the district planning or development
agencies as a committee to act for it in those districts in considering
applications for signs and the location thereof.

(2) The members of the committee shall serve at the pleasure of the
Council, and a majority of a committee shall constitute a quorum for the
conduct of any business.

(3) A person aggrieved by a decision of a committee may ask for and
shall be granted a hearing before the Traveldnformation Council and may
appeal on questions of law to the Superior Court under V.R.C.P. 74 from a
decision of the Council.

* * * Travel and Recreation Council * * *
Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 652 is amended to read:

§ 652. TRAVEL AND RECREATION COUNCIL; MEMBERSHIP
(a) A-travel-and recreation—council The Travel and Recreation Council is

created. It shall comprise the following members:
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(1) the Secretary of Commerce and Community Development; or
designee;

(2) the Secretary of Natural Resources; or designee;;

(3) the Secretary of Transportation; or designee;,

(4) the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets; or designee;;

(5) the Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing; or designee; and

(6) ten members from the private sector appointed by the Governor.

(b)(1) The ten members appointed by the Governor shall serve a term of
three years, beginning July 1, or the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial
appointments, the Governor shall appoint three for one year, four for two
years, and three for three years.

(2) When appointing members, the Governor shall consider persons
who have understanding of the travel and recreation industry and who will
adequately represent the various interests in the State.

(c) The Council shall elect its chair annually from among its members.

(d) The Council shall meet at least quarterly at the call of the ehair Chair
or the agency secretary.

(e) Members of the Council shall be entitled to receive per diem

compensation and reimbursement for of expenses in—accordance—with as

permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency of

Commerce and Community Development.
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* & % Vermont Community Development Board * * *

Sec. 7. 10 V.S.A. § 685 is amended to read:

§ 685. THE VERMONT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOARD
(a) There shall-be is created within the Agency of Commerce and

Community Development the Vermont Community Development Board
consisting of nine members who shall be residents of the State.

(b)(1) The members shall be appointed by the Governor for a term of three
years, or for the unexpired portion thereof. For the initial appointments, the
Governor shall appoint three for one year, three for two years, and three for
three years.

(2) In the appointment of the members, consideration shall be given to
the selection of such persons as shall adequately represent the interests of
various sections of the State and the principal beneficiaries of the program.

(c) The Chair shall be appointed annually by the Governor from among the

members.

(d) Members of the Board shall be compensated-at-therate-of-$30-00-per

reimbursed-for-necessary-expenses-incurred-therein entitled to receive per diem

compensation and reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A.

§ 1010, which shall be paid by the Agency.
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(e) No person who receives a significant portion of his or her income
directly or indirectly from the community development activities governed by
this subchapter shall be a member of the Board.

(f) The Agency shall provide staff assistance and administrative support to
the Board.

(g) Prior to January 15 of each year, the Board shall submit a report of its
activities and grants for the preceding year to the Governor and General
Assembly.

* % * State and Regional Economic Development and Planning Services

Oversight Panel * * *
Sec. 8. REPEAL

2010 Acts and Resolves No. 146, Sec. G.6 (State and Regional Economic

Development and Planning Services,; Oversight Panel) is repealed.

* % * Development Cabinet * * *

Sec. 9. 3V.S.A. § 2293 is amended to read:
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[Repealed.]

Sec. 10. [Deleted.]
* % * Film and New Media Advisory Board * * *

Sec. 11. 3 V.S.A. § 2471d is amended to read:

their-trades-in-Vermont- [Repealed. ]

* % * Vermont Rehabilitation Corporation * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. chapter 12, subchapter 6 is amended to read:
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Subchapter 6. Family Farm Assistance

§271. PURPOSES

Seeretary-of-State-on-April 26,1935 [Repealed. |
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1V S A—chapter-S—subchapter-5- [Repealed.]
§ 274. LOAN-TERMS AND CONDITIONS




H.16

Page 58 of 75

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE

2019

foreclosure-action- [Repealed. ]

§275.

Repealed.

N 2770 PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT




BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.16
2019 Page 59 of 75

subchapter- [Repealed. ]

* % * State Natural Resources Conservation Council
Board of Adjustment * * *
Sec. 13. 10 V.S.A. chapter 31, subchapter 1 is amended to read:

Subchapter 1. Conservation, Development, and Use of Natural Resources

% %k ok

§ 731. FAILURE TO OBSERVE LAND-USE ORDINANCE;
CONFERENCES
(a) In the event that the supervisors of a district find that the provisions of
a land-use ordinance adopted according to the provisions of this chapter are
not being observed on particular lands, and that such nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on such lands and substantially interferes with

the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
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other lands within the district, the supervisors may summon the owner of the
land to appear before them to discuss the failure of the owner to observe the
regulations, and to perform particular work, operations, or avoidances as
required by ordinance of the district, when the nonobservance tends
substantially to increase erosion on the lands and substantially interferes with
the prevention or control of erosion or conservation of natural resources on
other lands within the district.

(b) By conference thus convoked, the supervisors and the owner of land not
observing the ordinance adopted by the district, shall together make and sign a
finding as to the issues which that are involved in the failure of the owner to
observe the ordinance of the district.

(c)(1) Upon the basis of such findings and if, after conference, it appears to
the supervisors that there are great practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardship involved in the full observance of the ordinance of the district, the
supervisor supervisors shall endeavor to work out a program with the owner,
as shall be acceptable to the owner and shall enable the owner to comply with
the ordinance.

(2)(4) Alternatively, upon the basis of their findings, the supervisors

may authorize such variance from the ordinances in their application to the

lands of the owner who has not complied with the ordinance of the district,

when such variance will relieve practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship
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to that owner and when such variance is not contrary to public interest and is

in accordance with the purpose of land use regulations.

(B) The supervisors may request the landowner not complying with

an ordinance to sign a stipulation setting forth the conditions agreed upon by

the landowner and supervisors so that the practical difficulties or unnecessary

hardship may be overcome and the work proceed by the consent of such

landowner upon the land.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed so as to make ineffective any

remedies available under the laws of the State.

N 7320 NONCOMPLIANCE: REFERENCE TO BOARD OFF
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N 7350 POWERS OF BOARD
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[Repealed.]

§ 734. SUPERVISORS MAY PETITION SUPERIOR COURTHHEN

If a landowner does not sign such stipulation, the supervisors may petition
the Superior Court to require such landowner to bring his or her land into
conformity with the ordinance, and the Coeurt court shall order such relief as it
may deem necessary in the interest of public health, safety, and welfare.
However, no landowner shall by ordinance or otherwise be required to pay any
money or perform any act that shall not be for the protection of his or her own
land nor shall he or she be required to pay any money, perform any act, or
carry out any practice that shall not be in just proportion to the benefits that
he or she will receive and further provided that he or she shall not be required
to pay any money, perform any act, or carry out any practice that shall not be
deemed to be necessary for the public good.

% %k ok

* & * Pesticide Advisory Council * * *
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Sec. 14. 6 V.S.A. § 1102 is amended to read:

§ 1102. PESTICIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

% %k ok

(d) The functions of the Council are:
ok ok
(6) To recommend targets with respect to the State goal of achieving an

overall reduction in the use of pesticides consistent with sound pest or
vegetative management practices and to isswe-an-annualreport-to-the-General
Assembly—detailing measure the State's progress in reaching those targets and
attaining that goal. The targets should be designed to enable evaluation of
multiple measures of pesticide usage, use patterns, and associated risks.
Targets should take into consideration at a minimum the following:

(A) reducing the amount of acreage where pesticides are used;

(B) reducing the risks associated with the use of pesticides;

(C) increasing the acreage managed by means of integrated pest
management techniques,

(D) decreasing, within each level of comparable risk, the quantity of
pesticides applied per acre; and

(E) making recommendations regarding the implementation of other

management practices that result in decreased pesticide use.

% %k ok
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* &% Vermont Milk Commission * * *

Sec. 15. 6 V.S.A. § 2937 is amended to read:

§ 2937. ANNUAL PERIODIC REPORT
The Commission shall may report annually as needed on its activities to the

House and Senate Committees on Agriculture on—or—beforeJanuary13;
* % * Sustainable Agriculture Council * * *
Sec. 16. 6 V.S.A. § 4701 is amended to read:
§4701. SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
PROGRAM

(a) The purpose of this section is to promote research and education that
will encourage the development and use of economically and ecologically
sound sustainable agriculture practices such as organic methods, biological
control, integrated pest management, soil improvement, cultivation, harvesting
and irrigation techniques, and transportation and marketing innovations,
through:

(1) The the control of pests and diseases of agricultural importance
through alternatives that reduce or eliminate the use of pesticides and
petrochemicals-;

(2) The the production, processing, and distribution of food and fiber in
ways that consider the interactions among soils, plants, water, air, animals,

tillage, machinery, labor, energy, and transportation to enhance the viability of

agricultural soils, public health, and resource conservation-;
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(3) The the expansion of marketing opportunities and promotion of
products produced through the practice of sustainable agriculture which that

will encourage the purchase of Vermont grown foods and promote regional

food security-; and

(4) The the coordination of research and education activities on
sustainable agriculture among private and public agencies and individuals

within Vermont.
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elementary-—secondary—and postsecondary-levels: [Repealed. ]

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets is authorized to apply
for, accept, and make use of grants from public and private sources to achieve
the objectives of this section, in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A.
§ 5. In awarding grants, preference shall be given to individuals, especially

farmers, conducting on-farm research.

(d)

objectives-of-this-section- [Repealed. ]

* %% Vermont Transportation Authority * * *
Sec. 17. REPEAL

29 V.S.A. chapter 16 (Vermont Transportation Authority) is repealed.

* & * Capitol Complex Commission * * *
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Sec. 18. 29 V.S.A. § 182 is amended to read:
§ 182. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(2) “Capitol complex—commission Complex Commission” means a

commission consisting of five seven members.

(4) Four members shall be appointed by the gevernor Governor

with the advice and consent of the senate Senate, for a term of three years.

One member shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House, and one member

shall be appointed by the Senate Committee on Committees, each for a term of

two years. The fifth seventh member shall be appointed by the Montpelier eity

eouncil City Council for a term of two years.

(B) The ehair Chair of the capitol-complex—commission Capitol

Complex Commission shall be designated by the governor Governor.

(C) No—more Not fewer than two members of the commission
Commission shall be residents of the eity City of Montpelier, and ne a member

may shall not be an exempt employee of the state State of Vermont or a State

legislator.

D) The - - busildi l ,l :

Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall be the executive

secretary of the board Commission and shall have no vote.
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* % * Vormont Enhanced 911 Board * * *
Sec. 19. VERMONT ENHANCED 911 BOARD,; SECRETARY OF
ADMINISTRATION; REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

(a) On or before January 15, 2020, the Secretary of Administration shall

report to the Senate Committee on Government Operations and the House

Committee on Energy and Technology with a recommendation regarding to

which agency or department the Vermont Enhanced 911 Board shall report

beginning in Fiscal Year 2021.

(b) In formulating the recommendation required by this section, the

Secretary shall receive input from the State and local agencies and

departments impacted by any changes.

* * % Artificial Intelligence Task Force * * *
Sec. 20. 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 137, Sec. 1 is amended to read.:
Sec. 1. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE TASK FORCE; REPORT

% %k ok

(e) Meetings.

% %k ok

(3) The Task Force shall meet not more than 10 15 times and, except

that this limitation on meetings shall not apply to any public hearing the Tuask

Force holds for the purpose of obtaining public testimony recarding artificial
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intelligcence. The Task Force shall cease to exist on June—30—2019

January 15, 2020.

% %k ok

(h) Reports. On or before February 15, 2019, the Task Force shall submit
an update to the Senate Committee on Government Operations and the House
Committee on Energy and Technology. On or before June—30—2019

January 15, 2020, the Task Force shall submit a final report to the Senate

Committee on Government Operations and the House Committee on Energy

and Technology that shall include:

* % * Contract Negotiations * * *
Sec. 21. 3 V.S.A. § 925 is amended to read:
§ 925. MEDIATION; FACT FINDING

% %k ok

(i)(1) If In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of

Vermont, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after transmittal of findings
and recommendations to the parties or within a time frame mutually agreed
upon by the parties that may be no more than an additional 30 days, each
party shall submit as a single package its last best offer on all disputed issues
to the Board. Each party's last best offer shall be filed with the Board under

seal and shall be unsealed and placed in the public record only when both
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parties’ last best offers are filed with the Board. The Board shall hold one or
more hearings. Within 30 days of the certifications, the Board shall select
between the last best offers of the parties, considered in its their entirety
without amendment.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State's

Attorneys and Sheriffs, if the dispute remains unresolved 20 days after

transmittal of findings and recommendations to the parties or within a time

frame mutually agreed upon by the parties that may be no more than an

additional 30 days, each party shall submit as a single package its last best

offer on all disputed issues to the Board, or upon the request of either party, to

an arbitrator mutually agreed upon by the parties. If the parties cannot agree

on an arbitrator, the American Arbitration Association shall appoint a neutral

third party to act as arbitrator. Each party'’s last best offer shall be filed with

the Board or the arbitrator under seal and shall be unsealed and placed in the

public record only when both parties’ last best offers are filed with the Board

or the arbitrator. The Board or the arbitrator shall hold one or more hearings.

Within 30 days of the certifications, the Board or the arbitrator shall select

between the last best offers of the parties, considered in their entirety without

amendment.

(j) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (i) of this section;:
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(1) In the case of the Vermont State Colleges or the University of

Vermont, should the Board find the last best offers of both parties

unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results, or likely to result in a
long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective bargaining
relationship, then the Board may select the recommendation of the fact finder
under subsection (g) of this section as to those disputed issues submitted to the
Board in the last best offers.

(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State's

Attorneys and Sheriffs, should the Board or the arbitrator find the last best

offers of both parties unreasonable and likely to produce undesirable results,

or likely to result in a long-lasting negative impact upon the parties’ collective

bargaining relationship, then the Board or the arbitrator may select the

recommendation of the fact finder under subsection (g) of this section as to

those disputed issues submitted to the Board or the arbitrator in the last best

OZZGI’S.

of the University of Vermont or the Vermont State Colleges, the decision of the

Board shall be final and binding on each party.
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(2) In the case of the State of Vermont or the Department of State's

Attorneys and Sheriffs, the decision of the Board or the arbitrator shall be

final, and the terms of the chosen agreement shall be binding on each party,

subject to appropriations in accordance with subsection 982(d) of this title.

() Nothing herein shall be construed to permit an_arbitrator or the Board

to issue an order under subsection (i) of this section binding upon the parties
that is in conflict with any statute or any rule or regulation that is not
bargainable.
Sec. 22. 21 V.S.A. § 1733 is amended to read:
§ 1733. ARBITRATION

(a)(1) Nothing herein in this chapter shall prevent the legislative body of a
municipal employer and the exclusive bargaining agent from voluntarily
submitting a contract impasse to final and binding arbitration or for the
municipality by a referendum vote from adopting binding arbitration
procedures, in the following form:

The arbitrator shall have the power to determine all issues in dispute
involving wages, hours, and conditions of employment as defined by this

chapter 21 V.S.A. chapter 22.

(2)(A) Notwithstanding any provision of subdivision (1) of this section,

if an impasse continues between the legislative body of a municipal employer

and the exclusive bargaining agent for municipal public safety employees for
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20 days after a fact finder has made its report public under subsection 1732(e)

of this title, the legislative body of the municipal employer and the exclusive

bargaining agent for the municipal public safety employees shall submit the

contract impasse to final and binding arbitration pursuant to the provisions of

this section.

(B) Notwithstanding section 1732 of this chapter to the contrary,

after the mediator has certified to the Commissioner of Labor that the impasse

continues, the legislative body of a municipal employer and the exclusive

bargaining agent for municipal public safety employees may agree to proceed

directly to final and binding arbitration pursuant to the provisions of this

section without first submitting the dispute to fact finding pursuant to

section 1732 of this chapter.

(C)  The provisions of this subdivision (2) shall not apply to

negotiations between the legislative body of a municipal employer and the

exclusive bargaining agent for a bareaining unit that includes both municipal

public safety employees and other municipal employees.

% %k ok

Sec. 23. 21 V.S.A. § 1722 is amended to read:
§ 1722. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

% %k ok
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(22) “Municipal public safety employee” means a municipal employee

who is.

(A) a firefighter as defined in 20 V.S.A. § 3151(3);

(B) an ambulance service, emergency medical personnel, or first

responder service as defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651, or

(C) a law enforcement officer who has been certified by the Vermont

Criminal Justice Training Council pursuant to 20 V.S.4. § 2358.

Sec. 24. APPLICATION

Secs. 21-23 of this act (contract negotiations) shall apply to contract

negotiations that begin on or after July 1, 2019.

* k% Effective Date * * *
Sec. 25. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019.




