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No. 38. An act relating to pre K-12 and higher education partnerships.

(H.405)

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. POLICY, FINDINGS, AND PURPOSE

(a) It is the policy of the state of Vermont to make available as many

opportunities as possible for Vermont students to succeed in their Pre-K-12

education, to encourage and facilitate high school students to progress toward

higher education, and to prepare postsecondary students to succeed.

(b) Completing high school cannot be considered the minimum educational

attainment. As stated by President Obama in his address before Congress on

February 24, 2009, every American should “commit to at least one year or

more of higher education or career training. This can be community college or

a four-year school; vocational training or an apprenticeship. But whatever the

training may be, every American will need to get more than a high school

diploma. And dropping out of high school is no longer an option. It’s not just

quitting on yourself, it’s quitting on your country — and this country needs

and values the talents of every American. That is why we will provide the

support necessary to … meet a new goal: By 2020, America will once again

have the highest proportion of college graduates in the world.”

(c) For Vermont to thrive economically it must develop, attract, and retain

a well-educated and highly skilled citizenry, who will in turn enable the

development, recruitment, and retention of successful businesses and support
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healthy communities.

(d) Higher levels of educational attainment translate into higher earnings

and tax revenues, increased civic engagement and community contributions,

better overall health, decreased dependency on government services, and an

improved quality of life.

(e) To increase educational attainment among Vermonters, educational

partnerships between higher education and the Pre-K-12 educational system

are crucial to increasing postsecondary aspirations, increasing the enrollment

of Vermont high school graduates in higher education programs, increasing the

postsecondary degree completion rates of Vermont students, and increasing

public awareness of the economic, intellectual, and societal benefits of higher

education.

(f) To track student performance throughout a student’s academic career

and to understand better the programs and services that increase educational

attainment and reduce performance disparities between students of different

socioeconomic backgrounds, it is essential that Vermont implement a

statewide Pre-K-12 longitudinal data system.

Sec. 2. STRATEGIES TO EXPAND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

(a) The Vermont state colleges, the University of Vermont, the association

of Vermont independent colleges, the Vermont Student Assistance

Corporation, and the department of education (collectively, the “working
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group”) shall work together to develop strategies to expand educational

opportunities for Vermont students to succeed in elementary and secondary

school and to be prepared to succeed in postsecondary education as well. The

working group, which shall be chaired by the Vermont state colleges, shall

consult with representatives of institutions of higher education and of the

Pre-K-12 education system, and with the workforce development, business,

and industry communities.

(b) On or before January 15, 2010, the working group shall submit a report

to the general assembly detailing its recommended strategies. When

developing its recommendations, the working group shall consider and

evaluate:

(1) Evidence-based educational models in Vermont and elsewhere,

including early college programs, alternatives to a senior year, Pre-K-12

laboratory schools, statewide career awareness and postsecondary aspiration

programs, and alternative school calendars.

(2) Partnerships between higher education and the Pre-K-12 system to

improve instruction and increase postsecondary aspiration, preparedness,

continuation, and completion rates.

(3) Potential funding sources for implementing its recommendations.
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Sec. 3. ELECTRONIC STUDENT LONGITUDINAL DATA SYSTEM

The commissioner of education shall:

(1) Examine and evaluate student longitudinal data systems that are

currently available and select one system to implement statewide. To the

extent possible, the selected system shall be aligned with postsecondary data

systems to create a statewide Pre-K-16 longitudinal data system. In addition, it

shall comply with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (20 U.S.C.

§ 1232g), the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (Pub. Law

No. 104-191 §§ 262,264: 45 C.F.R. §§ 160-164), and any other applicable state

or federal privacy law or regulation and shall conform to generally recognized

data security standards.

(2) Apply for competitive grant monies through the American Recovery

and Investment Act of 2009, Title XIII, Institute of Education Sciences, to fund

implementation of a statewide Pre-K-12 longitudinal data system serving each

school district, supervisory union, and technical center service region.

(3) To the extent funds are available, begin phased implementation of

the data system no later than January 1, 2010, to be complete in all districts in

the state by January 1, 2017.

(4) Report to the senate and house committees on education on or before

January 15, 2010 regarding:

(A) The total grant dollars received, if any.
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(B) The design and scope of the system.

(C) The implementation plan for the system, including transitional

planning.

(D) Barriers to full implementation and recommendations for

legislative or other action to ensure that all districts are able to participate.

(E) Options available to meet the purposes of this section if the

state’s application for grant funding was unsuccessful.

(5) Report to the senate and house committees on education on or before

January 15, 2011 regarding implementation of this section and in January of

each subsequent year until implementation is complete.

Approved: May 26, 2009


