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S.298

Introduced by Senator Miller

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Municipa government; municipa charters; amendment; city of
Burlington

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to approve amendments to the charter

of the city of Burlington.

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the city of
Burlington

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. CHARTER APPROVAL

The general assembly approves the amendments to the charter of the city of

Burlington as provided in this act. Proposals of amendment were approved by

the voters on March 2, 2010.

Sec. 2. 24 App. V.SA. chapter 3 8 5isamended to read:
85. ELECTION TOBE BY BALLOT; METHOD OF ELECTION; RUNOFF
ELECTIONS
& The election of the mayor and all city councilors and school

commissioners shall be by ballot, and the person or persons receiving a
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plurdity of all votes cast for any office aforesaid shall, except as hereinafter
provided, be declared elected thereto. However, if no person receives at least
40 percent of all votes cast for any office aforesaid, no one shall be declared
elected and arunoff eection shall be held. The only candidates in the runoff
election shall be the two persons receiving the greater number of votesor, in
case of atie, the persons receiving the greatest number of votes or the persons
receiving the second greatest number of votes. The chief administrative officer
shall within seven days warn a runoff election to be held not less than 12 days
nor more than 20 days after the date of the warning. The warning shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city and posted in a

public place. The person or persons receiving aplurality of all the votes cast in

arunoff eection shall be declared €l ected.

VT LEG 255197.1



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL ASINTRODUCED S.298
2010 Page 3

Sec. 3. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 3 § 116 is amended to read:

§ 116. DUTIES GENERALLY

The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of said the city. The mayor
shall use his or her best efforts to see that the laws and city ordinances are
enforced and that the duties of all subordinate officers are faithfully performed.
The mayor shall take care that the funds of the city are properly expended, and
shall recommend to the consideration of the city council whatever measures
the mayor may deem necessary for the prudent and efficient management of
the affairs of the city. The mayor shall aso be the chief conservator of the
peace and safety of the city and as such is empowered to control and direct the

police force, in case of riot, insurrection or other emergency, when the mayor
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may take command of the whole police force, including the chief executive
thereof, and may for the occasion appoint and commission as many special
policemen as the mayor may deem necessary, who shall have all the powers of
regular members of the police force. Any emergency as provided for in this
section shall not be construed to be the operation of the police forcein its
routine duty. The mayor shall serve as avoting member of the local control
commissioners. The mayor shall have those powers of ajustice of the peacein
the State of Vermont with respect to the performance of marriage and/or civil
unions. The mayor, commencing on the first Monday in June 2002, shall
appoint all city department heads who were heretofore appointed by city
commissions, with the exception of the superintendent of schools, who shall
continue to be appointed by the board of school commissioners, and planning
director who shall continue to be appointed by the planning commission. Such
appointments shall be subject to confirmation by a majority of the membership
of the city council. The appointment by the mayor to the position of city
officer or department head shall be on the basis of professional competency
and/or meritorious performance relating to the duties of the position. In making
department head appointments and in evaluating their performance, the mayor
shall consult with the applicable city commission. Applicable At least two

applicable commissioners chosen by the chair shall be invited to participate in

interviews for department head selection;. The full applicable commission
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shall formally participate in the annual evaluation of a department head; and
shall make aformal recommendation to the mayor concerning the
reappointment of a department head. Department heads shall have such
administrative, personnel and managerial authority as shall be delegated to
them by the mayor.

Sec. 4. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 3 § 127 is amended to read:

§127. DEPARTMENT HEADS AND OTHER OFFICERS
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{b) All officers whose terms of office are not herein or by genera law

otherwise specified, shall, except as herein otherwise provided, hold their

offices for the specified terms from the first day of July following their

appointment, and until their successors are appointed and have qualified.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect upon passage.
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