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State of Vermont

Senate Chamber

Montpelier, Vermont

Senate Resolution
By Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy,

S.R. 6. Senate resolution to request the President to support a global treaty on mercury.

Whereas, mercury is a persistent, bio-accumulative and toxic heavy metal that poses a
significant risk to human health, wildlife, and the environment; and

Whereas, the National Academy of Sciences has confirmed scientific research demonstrating
that maternal consumption of unsafe levels of mercury in fish can cause neurodevelopmental
harm in children resulting in learning disabilities, poor motor function, mental retardation,
seizures, and cerebral palsy; and

Whereas, both the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) advise that pregnant and nursing women and young children should
eat only limited amounts of canned albacore “white” tuna because of potential hazards from
mercury in the fish and further advise this sensitive population to avoid shark, swordfish, king
mackerel, and tilefish because of high mercury levels; and

Whereas, as many as 410,000 children born annually in the United States are at risk of
neurological problems related to mercury; and

Whereas, one of the most significant sources of mercury exposure to people in the United
States and worldwide is ingestion of mercury-contaminated fish, and

Whereas, a report from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on U.S. fish advisories
shows that 48 states have issued advisories, covering more than 14 million lake acres and almost
890,000 river miles; and

Whereas, mercury is a ubiquitous environmental contaminant that contaminates the fish that
Vermonters catch and eat, and the wildlife that they cherish, and

Whereas, there is increasing evidence presented in two peer reviews linking the increased risk
of coronary heart disease to mercury exposure; and

Whereas, since fish with low levels of mercury represent a critical and healthy source of
nutrition worldwide, the long-term solution to mercury pollution is not to reduce fish
consumption, but rather to minimize global mercury use and releases and thereby eventually to
achieve reduced contamination levels in the environment; and

Whereas, mercury pollution is a transboundary pollutant, depositing locally, regionally, and
globally, and affecting water bodies near industrial sources (including Lake Champlain) and
remote areas (including the Arctic Circle); and

Whereas, the free trade of mercury and mercury compounds on the world market, at relatively
low prices and in ready supply, encourages the continued use of mercury outside the United
States, often involving highly dispersive activities such as small-scale gold mining in developing
countries; and
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Whereas, although the intentional use of mercury is declining in the United States as a
consequence of process changes in the manufacturing of products (including batteries, paints,
switches, and measuring devices), those uses remain substantial in the developing world, where
releases from the products are prevalent due to the limited pollution control and waste
management infrastructures in those countries; and

Whereas, the United States has recently joined the European Union in setting a date certain to
ban its mercury exports, thereby reducing the supply of commodity mercury into the world
market; and

Whereas, the United Nation’s Global Mercury Assessment has concluded that: “Despite data
gaps, sufficient understanding has been developed of mercury (including knowledge of its fate
and transport, health and environmental impacts, and the role of human activity), based on
extensive research over half a century, that international actions to address the global mercury
problem should not be delayed,” and

Whereas, current efforts to reduce risks from mercury are not sufficient to address the
challenges posed by mercury and the urgent need for international action, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate:

That the United States should be a global leader in the effort to reduce mercury pollution, and
be it further

Resolved: That the Vermont Senate urges the President of the United States to:

1) Support the immediate formation of an international negotiating committee to promote the
expeditious development of a free-standing global, legally binding instrument developed in such
a manner as to recognize ongoing activities on mercury and other related issues, and differing
regional and national conditions, taking into account the special challenges of developing
countries and countries with economies in transition;

2) Support on a parallel track the coordinated implementation of a broad international
mercury reduction program to promote:

(a) Voluntary measures, which may be implemented as a complement to, or independently of,
a legally binding instrument;

(b) Coordination among different regional and international initiatives on mercury to ensure
harmonized environmental and health outcomes from mutually supportive and effective
programs that avoid overlap and duplication with other international and regional conventions
and programs;

(c) Input of scientific, technical and economic expertise and consideration of the ability of
existing institutions, experts, and stakeholders to provide this input; and

(d) Mechanisms to support transparency, effective implementation, and compliance with any
legally binding instrument, and be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to send a copy of this resolution to the
President of the United States and to the Vermont Congressional Delegation.
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PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
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______________________________
David A. Gibson
Secretary of the Senate
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