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Brief Description: Authorizing the women's commission to solicit gifts, grants, and
endowments from public or private sources.

Sponsors:. Representatives Taylor, Mena, Ryu and Reed; by request of Women's Commission.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Allowsthe Washington State WWomen's Commission (Commission) to
solicit gifts, grants, and endowments from public and private sources for
the benefit of the Commission.

Hearing Date: 1/14/25
Staff: Connor Schiff (786-7093).
Background:

Women's Commission.

The Washington State Women's Commission (Commission) addresses issues relevant to the
needs of women, including domestic violence, child care, child support, sexual discrimination,
sexual harassment, equal compensation and employment, and the specific needs of women of
color.

The Commission is permitted to receive gifts, grants, and endowments from public and private
sources for the benefit of the Commission.

Ethics Laws.
The state has enacted a number of laws regulating ethics of public servants, including provisions
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that govern the extent to which state officers and state employees may ask for money or gifts.

For example, state officers or employees may not accept or solicit anything of economic value
asagiftif it could be reasonably expected that the gift would influence their vote, action, or
judgment. State officers or employees also may not ask for or receive any gift from a source for
omitting or deferring the performance of any official duty. Several categories of employees and
commissions have been given explicit permission to solicit gifts, grants, or donations without
running afoul of any ethicslaws. These exemptionsinclude: the Conservation Commission, the
Office of Equity, Secretary of State designees who solicit and accept contributions to the
Washington State Flag Account; |egislative employees who solicit contributions to the Gina
Grant Bull Memorial Legidative Page Scholarship Account; and any state employees who solicit
giftsfor the purpose of expanding tourism.

Summary of Bill:

The Washington State Women's Commission (Commission) is permitted to solicit gifts, grants,
and endowments from public and private sources for the benefit of the Commission.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The hill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.

House Bill Analysis -2- HB 1012



