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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2801

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Liias,
Johnson, Pedersen, Hunt, Owall, Muxwell, Quall, Meller, Chase,
Wl lians, Nelson, and Sinpson)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 28/ 10.

AN ACT Relating to antiharassnent strategies in public schools;
anendi ng RCW 28A. 300. 285; adding a new section to chapter 43.06B RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that despite a
recogni zed | aw prohibiting harassnent, intimdation, and bullying of
students in public schools and despite w despread adoption of
anti harassnent policies by school districts, harassnment of students
continues and has not declined since the | awwas enacted. Furthernore,
students and parents continue to seek assistance agai nst harassnent,
and schools need to dissemnate nore wdely their antiharassnent
policies and procedures. The legislature intends to expand the tools,
information, and strategies that can be used to conbat harassnent
intimdation, and bullying of students, and increase awareness of the
need for respectful learning conmunities in all public schools.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A. 300. 285 and 2007 ¢ 407 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) By August 1, ((20663)) 2011, each school district shall adopt or

p. 1 SHB 2801. SL
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anend i f necessary a policy((;—wthinthescope—ofitsauthertty:)) and

procedure that at a m ninmum incorporates the revised nodel policy and
procedure provided under subsection (4) of this section that prohibits
the harassnent, intimdation, or bullying of any student. It is the
responsibility of each school district to share this policy wth
parents or guardi ans, students, volunteers, and school enployees in
accordance wth_ rules_ adopted_ by the_ superintendent of public
instruction. Each school district shall designate one person in the
district as the primary contact regarding the antiharassnment,
intimdation, or bullying policy. The primary contact shall receive
copies of all formal and informal conplaints, have responsibility for
assuring the inplenentation of the policy and procedure, and serve as
the primary contact on the policy and procedures between the school
district, the office of the education onbudsman, and the office of the
superintendent of public instruction.

(2) "Harassnent, intimdation, or bullying" neans any intentional
el ectronic, witten, verbal, or physical act, including but not limted
to one shown to be notivated by any characteristic in RCW9A. 36. 080(3),
or ot her di stinguishing characteristics, when the intentional
el ectronic, witten, verbal, or physical act:

(a) Physically harnms a student or danages the student's property;

or

(b) Has the effect of substantially interfering wwth a student's
education; or

(c) Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an
intimdating or threatening educati onal environnent; or

(d) Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly
operation of the school.

Nothing in this section requires the affected student to actually
possess a characteristic that is a basis for the harassnent,
intimdation, or bullying.

(3) The policy and procedure should be adopted or anmended through
a process that includes representation of parents or guardi ans, school
enpl oyees, vol unt eer s, st udent s, adm ni strators, and community
representatives. It is recomended that each such policy enphasize
positive character traits and val ues, including the inportance of civil
and respectful speech and conduct, and the responsibility of students

SHB 2801. SL p. 2
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to conmply wth the district's policy prohibiting harassnent,
intimdation, or bullying.

(4)(a) By August 1, ((26062)) 2010, the superintendent of public
instruction, in consultation with representatives of parents, schoo
personnel, the office of the education onbudsnman, the WAshington state
school _directors' association, and other interested parties, shall
provi de to ((seheel—distrietsandeducational—serviece distrietsa)) the
education_conmttees of the legislature a revised and updated node
harassnent, intimdation, and bullying prevention policy and procedure.
The superintendent of public instruction shall publish onits web site,
with a link to the safety center web page, the revised and_updated
nodel harassnent, intimdation, and bullying prevention policy and
procedure, along_wth training and_instructional naterials on the
conponents that ((shewld)) shall be included in any district policy and
procedur e. The superintendent shall adopt rules regarding school
districts' conmmunication_of the_ policy and_procedure_to_parents,
students, enpl oyees, and_vol unteers. ( ( Fratrng—ratertals—shal-—be

page. Ot the web site:

tar—Fhe —satt-ee—ot—the —superintendent—of—publie —-Astruetion—shatb-
pest — s — ppdel — peley— — reconmended — training — ratertal s — and
Pnstructional materials;))

(b) The office of the superintendent of public instruction has the
authority to update with new technol ogi es access to this information in
the safety center, to the extent resources are nade avail abl e((i—and)) .

(¢) ({ kndvidual—sehool—di-striets—shalH—have direect—access—tothe
sateby—ecenter—web—stte—to—post —a—briel —sumrary—ofl —theilr—pobietes—
Prograns,- — partnerships, —vendors, —and —instructi-onal- —and —trai-ni-ng
watertals—and—toprovide—atHnkto-the school—distriet-s—web-sitefor
further—nformation—)) Each school district shall by August 15, 2011,
provide to the superintendent of public instruction a brief summary of
its policies, procedures, prograns, partnerships, vendors, and
instructional and training nmaterials to be posted on the school safety
center web site, and shall also provide the superintendent with a link
to the school district's web site for further information. The

p. 3 SHB 2801. SL
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district's primary contact for bullying and harassnent issues_shal
annual ly by August 15th verify posted information and |inks and notify
the school safety center of any updates or changes.

(5) The Washington state school directors association, with the
assi stance of the office of the superintendent of public instruction,
shall convene an advisory conmttee to develop a nodel policy
prohibiting acts of harassnent, intimdation, or bullying that are
conducted via el ectronic means by a student while on school grounds and
during the school day. The policy shall include a requirenent that
materials nmeant to educate parents and students about the seriousness
of cyberbullying be dissem nated to parents or nmde avail able on the
school district's web site. The school directors association and the
advi sory commttee shall devel op sanple nmaterials for school districts
to dissem nate, which shall also include information on responsible and
safe internet use as well as what options are available if a student is
being bullied via electronic nmeans, including but not limted to,
reporting threats to |l ocal police and when to i nvolve school officials,
the internet service provider, or phone service provider. The school
directors association shall submt the nodel policy and sanple
materials, along with a recomendation for |ocal adoption, to the
governor and the | egi sl ature and shall post the nodel policy and sanple
materials on its web site by January 1, 2008. Each school district
board of directors shall establish its own policy by August 1, 2008.

(6) As wused in this section, "electronic" or "electronic neans"
means any communi cation where there is the transm ssion of information
by wire, radio, optical cable, electromagnetic, or other simlar neans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to duties assigned under RCW 43. 06B. 020, the office of
the education onbudsman shall serve as the l|lead agency to provide
resources and tools to parents and famlies about public school
anti harassnent policies and strategies.

Passed by the House March 6, 2010.

Passed by the Senate March 4, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 30, 2010.
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