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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5481

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators Marr, Becker, Hobbs, Haugen, Franklin, Parlette, Eide,
Rockefell er, Hatfi el d, Jarrett, Jacobsen, Ki | mer, Ber key, Tom
Swecker , Ki ng, Kast ama, Shi n, McDer not t Prenti ce, Fairl ey,
Hol mgui st, Brandl and, MCaslin, Ranker, MAuliffe, Roach, Honeyford,
and Kauf f man)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 10/ 09.

AN ACT Rel ating to veterans' burials; and amendi ng RCW68. 50. 230.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW68.50.230 and 2005 ¢ 365 s 146 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Wenever any human remains shall have been in the |awful
possession of any person, firm corporation, or association for a
period of ninety days or nore, and the relatives of, or persons
interested in, the deceased person shall fail, neglect, or refuse to
direct the disposition, the human remains may be di sposed of by the
person, firm corporation, or association having such | awful possession
t hereof, under and in accordance with rules adopted by the cenetery
board and the board of funeral directors and enbalners, not
inconsistent with any statute of the state of Wshington or rule
adopted by the state board of health.

(2)(a) The departnent of veterans affairs nay certify that_ the
deceased person to whom subsection (1) of this section applies was a
veteran_or_ the dependent of a veteran eligible for internent_ at_ a
federal or state veterans' cenetery.
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(b) Upon_ certification of eligible veteran_ or dependent of a
veteran status under (a) of this subsection, the person, firm
corporation, or association in possession of the veteran's or veteran's
dependent's_remains_shall transfer the custody and_ control of the
remains to the departnent of veterans affairs.

(c) The transfer of human renmins under (b) of this subsection does
not create:

(i) Aprivate right of action against the state or its officers and
enployees or _ instrunentalities, or against any_person, firm
corporation, or association transferring the renmains; or
(ii) Liability on behalf of the state, the state's officers,
enpl oyees, or _instrunentalities; or on_ behalf of the person, firm
corporation, or association transferring the remins.

Passed by the Senate March 3, 20009.

Passed by the House April 1, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 10, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 13, 2009.
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