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AN ACT relating to termination of parental rights; including 
sexual assault as a factor that a court may consider to 
terminate parental rights as specified; specifying no 
reunification effort is required; and providing for an 
effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Wyoming:

Section 1.  W.S. 14-2-309(a) by creating a new paragraph 
(ix) is amended to read:

14-2-309.  Grounds for termination of parent-child 
relationship; clear and convincing evidence.

(a)  The parent-child legal relationship may be 
terminated if any one (1) or more of the following facts is 
established by clear and convincing evidence:

(ix)  The parent committed sexual assault and the 
child was conceived as a result of the sexual assault.  For 
the purposes of this paragraph, the following shall apply:

(A)  A person committed sexual assault if the 
person was convicted of an offense under W.S. 6-2-302, 
6-2-303, 6-2-314 through 6-2-316 or other similar law of 
another jurisdiction;

(B)  Reasonable effort to reunify the family 
is not required to terminate parental rights;

(C)  This paragraph shall not apply if the 
parent seeking termination was married to or cohabiting with 
the parent committing the sexual assault resulting in the 
birth of the child for not less than two (2) years immediately 
after the birth of the child. Nothing in this subparagraph 
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shall be construed as limiting a parent from seeking 
termination under another provision of this section or from 
seeking sole custody under title 20, chapter 5 of the Wyoming 
statutes.

Section 2.  This act is effective July 1, 2019.
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